Pastor’s  first  love:  —  church  or  wife? 


By  Jim  Lowry 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  -  A 
pastor  who  takes  for  granted  his  wife’s 
role  as  first  lady  of  the  church  might 
be  overlooking  problems  that  could 
jeopardize  his  ministry  and  marriage. 

And  a  church  that  calls  a  pastor  on 
the  assumption  that,  with  his  wife, 
they  are  getting  two  for  the  price  of 
one,  is  setting  up  a  situation  where 
there  is  great  potential  for 
misunderstanding. 

Cathy  Hickem,  author,  and  Wife  of 
Neil  Hickem,  a  Southern  Baptist 
pastor  for  nine  years,  conducted 
research  of  pastor-husbands  and  their 
wives  that  is  included  in  her  new  bode, 
“The  Minister’s  Mate  —  Two  for  the 
Price  of  One,”  published  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

Self-imposed  expectations,  which 


include  guilt,  also  play  a  large  part  in 
the  problem,  along  with  differing 
perceptions  between  the  minister  and 
mate  and  unrealistic  expectations 
from  church  members,  Hickem 
explains. 

“It  is  a  staggering  confession  that 
54.4  percent  of  the  wives  surveyed 
believe  their  husband’s  first  priority 
is  the  church,”  she  continues.  “And  36 
percent  of  the  pastors  agreed.” 

When  asked  if  the  pastorate  is  a 
two-person  job,  63  percent  of  the 
women  said  yes,  compared  with  44 
percent  of  the  men. 

More  than  78  percent  of  the  men 
and  75  percent  of  the  women  agreed 
that  active  participation  by  the  wife 
in  church  activities  was  necessary  for 
a  pastor  to  be  considered,  or  perceiv¬ 
ed,  successful.  Similarly,  60  percent 
of  the  women  and  73  percent  of  the 


men  acknowledged  that  wives  attend 
some  activities  just  because  it  is 
expected. 

“I  think  there  is  a  lot  of  resentment 
by  wives  because  there  is  too  little  ap¬ 
preciation  expressed  by  their 
husbands  and  by  church  members,” 
she  notes. 

‘There  is  a  variety  of  reasons  for 
conflict,  but  the  first  may  be  the  joint 
call,  where  a  church  is  hiring  a  team. 
Even  though  the  wife  doesn’t  preach, 
she  must  be  committed,  faithful,  and 
say  all  the  right  things.  No  church 
member  would  consider  demanding 
the  same  qualifications  of  the  wife  of 
their  doctor  or  lawyer. 

“Churches  which  hire  ministers 
with  the  idea  of  two  for  the  price  of 
one  are  creating  the  false  expectation 
that  they  can  place  equal  demands  on 
the  wife  and  the  pastor,”  she  says. 


“I  believe  wives  must  be  supportive 
of  their  pastor-husbands,  but  in  ways 
they  choose  and  agree  upon,  not  just 
because  others  expect  it  of  them,”  she 
adds.  ‘The  roles  of  Christian,  wife, 
and  mother  must  be  balanced.  It  may 
be  more  important  to  attend  an  activi¬ 
ty  at  school  for  one  of  the  children 
than  the  association  meeting.” 

The  telephone  can  be  a  constant 
source  of  interruption,  according  to 
Hickem,  who  suggests  calls  not  be 
made  to  the  pastor’s  home  after  10 
p.m.  unless  it  is  important.  She  adds 
it  would  beneficial  to  the  minister’s 
family  for  as  many  calls  as  possible 
to  be  handled  with  the  pastor  during 
office  hours. 

A  pastor  shouldn’t  speak  for  his  wife 
or  commit  her  for  responsibilities, 
Cathy  Hickem  says.  When  a  pastor’s 
wife  sets  her  priorities,  she  has  the 


right  to  decide  what  she  will  do,  not 
because  it  is  a  leftover  job  from  the 
nominating  committee,  but  because  it 
is  something  she  will  enjoy  or  a 
ministry  to  which  she  feels  called. 

She  cites  a  recent  survey  which 
placed  clergy  divorces  as  the  third- 
highest  among  professional  people. 

“This  shows  that  husbands  are  out 
of  touch  with  their  wives  when  they 
assume  she  will  always  be  there,” 
Hickem  warns.  “That  is  not  a  safe 
assumption  any  more. 

“If  the  minister  can  care  for  the 
emotional  as  well  as  physical  and 
spiritual  needs  of  his  family,  then  his 
impact  will  be  greater,  says  Hickem.” 
As  a  leader  in  the  church,  I  can  think 
of  no  better  way  to  lead  a  congrega¬ 
tion  than  through  example/ 

Jim  Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 


Sellers  Home:  Based  on  love 


ion  is  not  child  abandonment 


for  half  a  century  has  ministered  to  “Sometimes  I’m  saddened  by  the  With  tears  in  her  eyes,  she  turned 
the  spiritual,  physical,  mental  and  unkind  remarks  tossed  in  our  direc-  to  her  daughter  an^  first  grandson 
emotional  needs  of  its  clients  —  and,  tion  when  we’re  out  at  a  mall  or  and  said,  “Paula,  you  gave  that  baby 
often,  of  its  clients’  families.  restaurant,”  says  Reames.  “I  tell  the  greatest  gift  —  the  gift  of  life. 

“I’ve  thanked  God  over  and  over  residents  to  ignore  them,  but  I  under-  Now  give  it  the  second-greatest  gift 
that  there  was  a  place  like  Sellers  for  stand  why  they  are  sometimes  reluc-  —  the  chance  of  a  normal  family  life.” 
us  to  turn  to,”  says  Paula’s  mother,  tant  to  leave  the  building."  Counselors  stress  the  decision  must 

In  1961  the  name  was  changed  to  Unfortunately,  the  judgmental  be  made  by  the  mother,  and  she  must 
honor  Thomas  Sellers,  an  obstetrician  remarks  and  condemning  looks  are  be  able  to  live  with  the  decision, 
who  donated  his  medical  services  for  not  restricted  to  the  outside  world.  If  a  client  decides  for  adoption,  Kuh- 
33  years.  “You’d  be  surprised  at  some  of  the  nle  makes  it  “very  clear  that  this  deci- 

Although  the  facility  was  founded  as  reactions  to  our  young  women,”  Kuh-  sion  is  irrevocable.  If  anyone  talks  you 
a  ministry  to  destitute  women,  many  nle  sayS.  “Many  adults  seem  to  have  into  a  decision  you’re  not  comfortable 
clients  today  are  middle-class.  No  one  the  attitude,  That  could  never  happen  with,  you’ll  forever  blame  that  person 
is  denied  admission  because  of  in-  to  my  daughter.'  We  have  to  remind  and  never  accept  that  decision  as  your 
ability  to  pay,  however.  Since  its  af  them  that  our  clients  come  from  all  own.  That  violates  a  basic  precept  of 
filiation  with  the  Southern  Baptist  walks  of  life  —  including  church  mental  health  —  taking  responsibili- 
Home  Mission  Board  in  1933,  Sellers  families."  ty  for  your  own  decisions.” 

has  been  supported  primarily  through  The  subject  of  adoption  is  approach  For  adoptive  parents,  this  process 
Southern  Baptist  Cooperative  Pro-  ed  from  an  objective  viewpoint.  provides  an  awareness  that  the  child 
gram  budget  receipts  and  gifts  to  the  Through  counseling  sessions,  each  is  a  gift  of  love,  not  rejection. 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  expectant  mother  comes  to  under-  One  adoptive  father  summed  up  the 
Home  Missions.  stand  adoption  is  not  child  experience  in  a  Christmas  card  he 

All  of  Sellers’  services  —  materni-  abandonment.  wrote  to  Sellers’ expectant  mothers: 

ty  home,  life  skills  classes,  foster  care,  “Many  times  it  takes  greater  “Believe  me,  not  being  able  to  have  a 
day  care  —  are  offered  in  a  two-story  maturity  and  love  for  a  woman  to  child  when  you  desperately  want  one 
red  brick  building  on  a  quiet,  tree-  place  a  child  for  adoption  than  to  is  a  terrible  experience  You  may  look 
lined  residential  street.  decide  to  keep  it,”  says  one  counselor,  fine  on  the  outside,  but  you  are  hur- 

“We  do  not  accept  anyone  against  “She  has  realized  she  cannot  provide  ting  on  the  inside, 

her  will,”  says  Mary  Dan  Kuhnle,  what  the  child  needs  most  -  a  stable  “My  wife  and  I  could  not  possibly 
Sellers  director  for  the  past  11  years,  family  environment.”  love  a  biological  child  more  than  we 

“Sellers  does  not  operate  as  a  reform  Such  is  the  case  with  Paula.  “I  had  love  our  adopted  child.  The  sun  rises 
school.  Clients  are  free  to  come  and  to  admit  that  I  couldn’t  be  a  decent  and  sets  on  this  active  package  of  joy 
go  during  the  day  as  long  as  they  are  mother  at  14,  regardless  of  how  much  We  continue  to  give  thanks  to 
pregnancy  and  a  series  of  question  here  for  regular  appointments  and  I  tried,”  she  remembers.  God.  . .  We  also  thank  God  for  a 

marks  for  a  future.  Paula’s  days  grew  work  assignments  ”  Paula’s  mother  agreed  but  place  like  Sellers  and  the  wonderful 

brighter,  however,  as  Sellers  gave  her  Dorothy  Witt  and  Debra  Reames,  remembers  the  most  difficult  mo-  people  who  work  there." 
the  anonymity  and  emotional  both  resident  managers  at  Sellers,  ment  of  the  experience  was  returning  Joe  Wesbury  writes  for  the  Home 

breathing  space  she  needed.  hold  non-mandatory  Bible  studies  with  Paula  and  the  baby  to  Sellers,  Mission  Board;  Everett  Hullum. 

Founded  in  the  1920s  as  the  Baptist  that  freqf0|^MMlMlM0CaVB<HllVnMNDABr  the  adoption  she  would  former  editor  of  MissionsUSA.  is  a 

Woman’s  Emergency  Home,  Sellers  ^^iveness  UM1MW  AMD  AMQMNDD?6  the  child  again.  freelance  journalist. 
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Feb.  15  is  Baptist  Seminaries,  Col-  College;  and  they  are  located  in  Clin-  the  colleges  is  even  more  broadened 
leges,  and  Schools  Day  for  Southern  ton,  Hattiesburg,  and  Blue  Mountain  through  these  students.  Then  the  third 
Baptists.  It  is  a  time  to  be  aware  of  the  respectively.  Additional  campuses  are  area  is  to  provide  education  from  a 
immense  contribution  that  our  in  Newton  for  Mississippi  College  and  Christian  standpoint  for  many  other 
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The  World’s  Great  Imperative 


academic  institutions  make  to  our 
lives  and  what  an  influence  and  im¬ 
pact  they  have  on  the  world  from  a 
Christian  standpoint. 

These  are  serious  times  for  these  in¬ 
stitutions.  Costs  of  maintaining  such 
educational  institutions  have  contin¬ 
ued  to  increase  but  the  money  avail¬ 
able  for  families  to  use  for  tuition 
payments  has  not  kept  pace.  In  spite 
of  these  factors,  the  colleges  are  still 
growing  because  families  are  vitally 
interested  in  providing  a  Christian 
education  for  their  children. 

In  Mississippi  we  have  three  col¬ 
leges  with  campuses  and  branches  in 
several  additional  locations.  The  col¬ 
leges  are  Mississippi  College,  William 
Carey  College,  and  Blue  Mountain 


on  the  Gulf  Coast  and  in  New  Orleans 
for  William  Carey  College. 

These  colleges  have  at  least  three 
areas  of  major  influence  that  need  to 
be  noted.  First,  they  teach  and  train 
hundreds  of  young  men  and  women 
who  have  been  called  into  religious 
service.  These  workers,  then,  disperse 
in  all  directions  to  extend  the  in¬ 
fluence  wherever  they  happen  to  be 
serving.  Then  a  second  area  of  in¬ 
fluence  is  the  teaching  of  Baptists 
young  men  and  women  who  are  going 
into  secular  occupations  but  who  will 
take  the  colleges’  influence  out  into 
their  worlds  as  they  serve  in  such 
church-related  positions  as  Sunday 
School  teacher,  deacon,  musician,  and 
in  many  other  areas.  The  influence  of 


students  who  may  not  be  Christians 
as  they  enter  college.  Through  these 
students  as  well  as  with  all  the  others, 
the  colleges’  influence  will  last 
throughout  eternity. 

Maintaining  high  standards  of  ex¬ 
cellence  in  academic  institutions  is  a 
major  problem,  however,  because  of 
the  continual  need  for  money.  It  has 
to  come  from  somewhere,  and  many 
times  the  families  of  the  students  are 
bearing  all  of  the  load  that  they  can 
handle.  So  there  needs  to  be  another 
source.  The  best  arrangement  for  a 
continuing  source  of  income  is  an  ade¬ 
quate  endowment.  Well-endowed  in¬ 
stitutions  are  able  to  keep  their  tuition 
costs  moderately  priced  and  thus 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Joe  Abrams’  contribution 


I  did  not  know  Joe  Abrams  as  well 
as  others  at  the  Baptist  Record  did 
who  had  worked  with  him  longer.  I 
had  seen  him  from  time  to  time  at 
Southern  Baptist  Conventions  when 
we  both  were  associate  editors,  he  at 
the  Baptist  Record  and  I  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Standard  in  Texas.  When  I  came 
to  Mississippi  to  follow  him  as 
associate  editor  of  the  Baptist  Record, 
we  worked  together  for  34  months 
before  his  retirement.  In  those  months 
I  learned  to  appreciate  him  very 
much. 

In  looking  back  over  earlier  issues 
of  the  Baptist  Record,  I  found  an 
editorial  written  by  Joe  Odle,  then 
editor  of  the  Baptist  Record,  on  the 
eve  of  Abrams’  retirement.  Odle  was 
the  last  of  the  three  editors  with  whom 
Abrams  worked.  Odle  passed  away  in 
1980.  Abrams  died  Jan.  31.  I  felt  it 
would  be  well  to  reprint  Odle’s 
editorial  about  Abrams  at  this  time. 

Joe  Abrams  contributed  a  great 


deal  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  through 
his  service  with  the  Baptist  Record 
and  in  his  pastorates.  As  this  piece  is 
written,  I  have  just  returned  from 
visiting  the  family  at  the  funeral 
home  in  Greenwood.  It  was  actually 
a  triumphant  visit  Those  folks  made 


Changing  of  the  guard 

By  Joe  T.  Odle 

Reprinted  from  Baptist  Record,  Dec.  19,  1974 


One  of  the  traditional  sights  when 
one  visits  London  is  the  changing  of 
the  guard  at  Buckingham  Palace.  It 
is  a  colorful  scene  and  almost  always 
attracts  crowds  of  tourists  and  other 
onlookers. 

We  have  come  to  a  changing  of  the 
guard  at  the  Baptist  Record.  The 
associate  editor,  Joe  Abrams,  who  has 
been  with  the  publication  for  twenty- 


three  years,  is  retiring  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  his  successor,  Don 
McGregor,  assumes  responsibilities  of 
the  associate's  office  as  the  new  year 
begins.  While  there  will  be  no  color¬ 
ful  ceremony,  it  is  an  important 
occasion. 

Mr.  Abrams  has  spent  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  in  service  to 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Guest  Opinion  .  .  .  - 

Will  you  keep  giving? 


By  J.  Everett  Sneed 


me  feel  good,  and  I  had  gone  there  to 
try  to  minister  to  them. 

In  addition  to  the  accompanying 
editorial  by  Joe  Odle,  a  piece  written 
by  Anne  McWilliams  when  Joe 
Abrams  retired  was  used  extensive¬ 
ly  in  preparing  his  obituary.  —  DTM 


The  1987  federal  income  tax  law  is 
dramatically  changing  from  what  we 
have  known  for  a  number  of  years. 
One  of  the  new  features  is  that  non- 
itemizers  of  deductions  will  be  unable 
to  claim  charitable  deductions  such  as 
contributions  made  to  churches. 
Although  this  should  have  no  impact 
on  giving,  in  the  instance  of  immature 
Christians,  it  may. 

A  married  couple’s  total  deductions 
must  exceed  $3,760  in  order  for  them 
to  qualify  to  itemize.  Those  itemizing 
can  include-interest  paid  on  a 
household  mortgage,  medical  bills,  65 
percent  of  interest  paid  (this  will  be 
phased  out  in  five  years)  and 
miscellaneous  deductions.  In  the  past, 
non-itemizers  could  claim  the 
automatic  deduction  set  by  the  Inter¬ 
nal  Revenue  Service  plus  charitable 
gifts.  This  will  no  longer  be  true. 

This  raises  the  question,  “Why  do 
you  give  to  the  Lord’s  work?”  There 
are  many  motives  for  the  giving  of 
one’s  substance.  Some  individuals 
fear  that,  if  they  fail  to  give,  God  will 
cause  a  calamity  to  come  upon  them. 

Still  others  give  because  of  a  sense 
of  duty  or  from  the  motive  of  self 
respect.  These  individuals  fear  what 
others  will  say  if  they  fail  to  give. 

A  few  support  the  Lord’s  work  out 
of  a  sense  of  compulsion  or  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  make-up  the  past  wrongs 
committed.  These  individuals  feel 
that  by  giving  they  are  paying  God 
back  for  the  wrongs  they  committed 
in  earlier  life.  Giving,  to  these  in¬ 


dividuals,  is  payment  of  a  kind  of 
“penance.” 

The  New  Testament  teaches  the 
proper  motive  behind  giving  is  love. 
The  New  Testament  teaches,  “God  so 
loved  ...  he  gave  . . .”  (John  3:16). 
God’s  love  embraced  the  totality  of 
man.  The  Psalms  tell  us,  ‘The  earth 
is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fullness  thereof ; 
the  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein” 
(Ps.  24:1).  All  the  physical  substance 
we  use,  then,  belongs  to  God. 

Jesus  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about 
giving  and  the  motives  for  giving. 
Christ  said,  “It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  receive”  (Acts  20:35).  The  word 
“blessed”  carries  the  idea  of  hap¬ 
piness  or  satisfaction,  so  giving  with 
the  right  motive  will  produce  great 
satisfaction. 

The  Scripture  further  teaches  that 
giving  is  a  vital  part  of  the  worship  ex¬ 
perience.  The  wise  men,  as  they  came 
to  worship  the  newborn  King  brought 
gifts  of  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh. 
These  men  came  to  worship  and  to  ex¬ 
press  adoration  and  praise  to  the 
newborn  king. 

Some  of  the  harshest  words  of 
Christ  deal  with  the  matter  of  self- 
glorification  or  self-exaltation  in  giv¬ 
ing.  He  cautioned,  “When  thou  doest 
thy  alms,  do  not  sound  the  trumpet 
before  thee,  as  the  hypocrites  do  in  the 
synagogues  and  in  the  streets  that 
they  may  have  glory  of  men.  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  they  have  their  reward” 
(Matt.  6:2).  * 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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House  to  vote  on  gambling 


Two  pari-mutuel  gambling  bills 
have  been  reported  out  of  committee 
for  a  House  of  Representatives  vote. 
They  are  HB  120  and  HB  121.  The  first 
would  allow  Jackson  and  Tunica  coun¬ 
ties  to  hold  referendums  and  create 
county  racing  commissions  if  they 
were  to  pass.  The  second  would 
regulate  track  earnings  and  would  re¬ 
quire  a  percentage  of  income  from 
pari-mutuel  gambling  to  go  to  a  state 
trust  fund. 

The  bills  came  out  of  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Committee.  H.  L. 
“Sonny”  Meredith  is  the  chairman. 
Actually,  the  first  of  the  bills  failed  to 
pass  the  committee  because  of  a  tie 


vote  (10-10)  but  a  motion  to  reconsider 
revived  them  and  they  then  were 
declared  passed  by  voice  votes. 

It  is  strange  how  bills  such  as  this 
are  able  to  rise  up  and  come  back  aft- 
ter  they  should  have  been  dead. 
Nevertheless,  they  have  passed  the 
committee.  It  is  too  late  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  committee  members  except 
to  express  displeasure  in  that  the 
committee  passed  them.  Every 
member  of  the  House  needs  to  be  con¬ 
tacted  now. 

Pari-mutuel  gambling  will  not  help 
anything.  My  native  state,  Texas,  had 
it  and  did  away  with  it  because  it 
caused  more  grief  than  it  was  worth 
and  cost  the  government  more  money 


than  it  provided.  Tb  be  effective  as  a 
painless  tax,  gambling  has  to  bring  in 
more  money  from  outside  the  state.  It 
doesn’t  do  this  for  long,  for  if  it  were 
a  good  thing,  all  of  the  states  would  be 
doing  it.  It  would  take  money  from 
those  who  can’t  afford  it  and  put  very 
little  in  the  coffers  which  proponents 
have  promised  would  receive  help. 

The  money  would  be  made  by  the 
people  running  the  gambling  opera¬ 
tions.  Now  is  the  time  to  get  in  touch 
with  your  representative  and  tell  that 
person  that  you  do  not  want  the  pro¬ 
blems  of  pari-mutuel  gambling  in  our 
state.  The  address  for  the  House  is: 
House  of  Representatives,  P.  O.  Box 
1018,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
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Evangelism/Bible  Conference 


Woman  cried,  “If  there’s 

•  «t 

a  God,  show  yourself” 

By  Tim  Nicholas  * 


“The  art  of  worship  is  a  dangerous 
thing,”  Barry  Landrum  told  par¬ 
ticipants  during  the  1987  Mississippi 
Baptist  Evangelism/Bible  Con¬ 
ference,  Feb.  4-6  at  Jackson’s  Calvary 
Baptist  Church. 

_  “A  lot  believe  worship  should  be  the 
finest,  smoothest,  slickest . . .”  said 
Landrum,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Pasadena,  Tex.  “If  we’re  not 
careful,  it  will  replace  God  as  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  worship.” 

Landrum  said  that  “true  worship  is 
when  the  Spirit  touches  my  spirit  and 
I  respond  in  praise  to  God  . . .  and  all 
his  wonderful  attributes.” 

A  total  of  800  registered  for  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  which  is  co-sponsored 
by  the  Evangelism  and  Sunday  School 
departments  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 


tist  Convention  Board.  A  number  of 
people,  according  to  organizers,  fail¬ 
ed  to  register. 

Other  featured  speakers  besides 
Landrum  were  Guy  Henderson, 
Stuart  Briscoe,  Jim  Ponder,  Jim 
Henry,  and  Jerry  Young. 

Henderson,  director  of  evangelism 
for  Mississippi  Baptists,  said  that 
Baptists  need  to  get  out  of  the  “Chris¬ 
tian  ghetto”  because  the  “60-70  per¬ 
cent  unchurched,”  the  church  is 
“rapidly  becoming  a  Christian  island 
in  a  sea  of  paganism.” 

He  said  that  “Christianity  is  ridicul¬ 
ed,  mocked,  and  treated  with  scorn.” 
He  added  that  the  vision  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  according  to  the  media  ranges  from 
snake  handling  to  “give  me  a  million 
or  I  die.” 


Henderson  said  he’s  heard  that  Phil 
Donahue  has  said  that  celebrities 
have  become  the  chief  agents  of  social 
change  in  society.  “When  were  we 
ever  told  to  let  the  condition  of  the 
field  determine  whether  we  are  to 
obey  Christ?”  Henderson  asked. 

Stuart  Briscoe,  pastor  of  Elmbrook 
Church,  an  independent  congregation 
in  Waukesha,  Wise.,  spoke  of  the  two 
types  of  disciples  after’ the  resurrec¬ 
tion  —  worshippers  and  doubters. 
“Some  became  household  names, 
some  slid  into  oblivion.” 

He  told  the  story  of  a  bad  guy  whose 
club  burned  to  the  ground  where  evil 
predominated.  The  man,  “Brotty 
Bob,”  came  next  door  to  where 
Briscoe  had  a  ministry  so  that  he 
(Continued  on  page  6) 


Every  Christian  is  called 
to  evangelism,  Graham  says 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  warned  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  they  will  never  be  successful  in 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  if  they  leave 
evangelism  up  to  their  pastors,  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  vocational  evangelists. 

Saying  he  was  pleased  that  the 
theme  for  the  1987  Home  Mission 
Study  is  “All  Are  Called  to 
Evangelism,”  Graham  wrote  in  the 
foreword  to  the  adult  mission  study 
book  that  Baptists  must  put  that 
theme  into  personal  practice  to  reach 
the  goals  of  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 

Evangelism  is  also  the  focus  of  the 
March  1-8  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions  theme,  “Who  Will  Win 
America?” 

“This  task  ...  is  too  big  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  leave  up  to  their 
pastors,  missionaries  and  evangel¬ 
ists,”  Graham  observed. 

Graham  said  one  reason  he  is  a 
Southern  Baptist  is  because  most 
Baptists  believe,  as  he  does,  that 
evangelism  is  the  number  one  priori¬ 
ty  of  the  church. 

“Yet  all  too  often.  Baptists,  like 
other  Christians  around  the  world,  are 
reluctant  to  witness,"  Graham  said. 
“Many  leave  it  up  to  their  pastors  and 
to  evangelists  who  lead  their 
revivals.” 

The  famed  preacher  said  he  had  no 
doubt  God  called  him  to  be  an 
evangelist,  adding  that  all  Christians 
are  called  to  evangelism. 


By  Jim  Newton 

“He  has  given  us  different  gifts,  but 
one  calling  —  to  be  obedient  servants 
in  sharing  the  gospel  with  a  whole 
world  in  need.” 

Graham’s  comments  came  shortly 
•after  preliminary  projections  were 
released  predicting  an  increase  in 
baptisms  by  Southern  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches  during  1986  —  the  first  such  in¬ 
crease  in  four  years. 

Preliminary  projections  indicate 
the  number  of  baptisms  would  reach 
364,000  in  1986,  an  increase  of  about 
four  percent  over  the  351,071  baptisms 
reported  in  1985,  according  to  Robert 
Hamblin,  Home  Mission  Board  vice 
president  for  evangelism.  Final 
statistics  will  be  available  in  late 
February  of  this  year. 

Hamblin  attributed  the  increase  in 
baptisms  to  response  in  the  “Good 
News  America:  God  Loves  You” 
simultaneous  revivals  held  in  27,000 
Southern  Baptist  churches  in  the 
spring  of  1985. 

Historically,  the  number  of  bap¬ 
tisms  reported  by  Southern  Baptist 
churches  has  always  increased  during 
years- of  simultaneous  revivals,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Richard  Harris,  director  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board's  mass 
evangelism  department.  This  depart¬ 
ment  coordinated  the  “Good  News" 
revivals. 

“Baptisms  increased  in  1950-51, 
1955, 1964,  1969, 1976  and  1986,"  Harris 


said.  During  each  of  those  years. 
Southern  Baptists  sponsored 
simultaneous  revivals. 

♦Harris  warned,  however,  that  if  the 
same  historical  patterns  are  followed, 
baptisms  will  probably  be  down  in 
1987. 

Except  for  1969,  which  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  year  of  emphasis  on  lay 
renewal  in  1970,  the  number  of  bap¬ 
tisms  the  year  after  nationwide 
simultaneous  revivals  had  declined  an 
average  of  about  seven  percent.  Har¬ 
ris  said. 

‘Therefore,  it  is  especially  signifi¬ 
cant  that  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
and  Brotherhood  are  leading  local 
churches  in  a  mission  study  and  a 
Week  of  Prayer  on  evangelism  during 
1987,”  Harris  said. 

“We  must  keep  our  focus  on  the 
priority  of  evangelism  during  1987  to 
prevent  the  natural  tendency  to  relax 
after  a  year  of  emphasis,,  on 
simultaneous  revivals,”  he  added. 

Hamblin  challenged  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  make  evangelism  their 
number  one  priority  in  the  local 
church  during  1987. 

"As  Baptists,  we  can't  accomplish 
the  task  if  we  leave  it  up  to  60,000  or¬ 
dained  Baptist  ministers,  3.700  home 
missionaries  and  500  vocational 
evangelists.  It  will  take  14  million 
Southern  Baptists,  called  to 
evangelism,  working  with  other  con¬ 
cerned  Christians,  to  win  America.” 


By  Earl  Kelly 


“Don’t  try  to  shield  your  congrega¬ 
tion  from  the  great  burdens  of  your 
heart.  The  congregation  may  be  able 
to  lighten  your  burdens.”  Those  words 
were  spoken  to  me  by  a  wise  layman 
who  had  sensed  my  longing  for  the 
congregation  to  be  involved  in  a  pro¬ 
ject  that  was  too  big  for  our  church  to 
accompl^h  —  or  so  I  thought! 

So  I  replied,  “But  if  I  were  to  share 
my  dreams  I  would  be  suggesting  that 
the  people  do  what  they  are  incapable 
of  doing.”  I  shall  never  forget  his  lov¬ 
ing  response.  “Don’t  ever,  ’’  said  he, 
“assume  you  know  what  your  con¬ 
gregation  is  capable  of  doing!  Let  the 
congregation  decide  what  they  are 
capable  of  doing.” 

Recently  I  recalled  that  earlier  con¬ 
versation  when  one  of  our  fine 
Mississippi  Baptist  pastors  and  I  were 
discussing  the  “Mississippi  Mission” 
and  the  urgent  need  of  educational  en¬ 
dowment  funds.  We  both  have  receiv¬ 
ed  our  education  in  Baptist 
institutions. 

I  had  shared  with  him  that  the  13 
members  of  our  immediate  family 
have  already  earned  15  degrees  from 
church-related  colleges  and 
seminaries  and  that  the  last  two  of  our 
children  are  in  the  process  of  com¬ 
pleting  their  degrees  from  Southern 
Baptist  colleges. 

The  two  of  us  did  some  mental 


calculating  about  the  cost  of  college 
education  in  today’s  world.  Using  a 
conservative  figure  my  friend  pointed 
,  out  that  my  family  will  have  invested 
approximately  $350,000  in  Christian 
higher  education. 

That  cost,  it  was  observed,  was  in 
addition  to  the  amount  that  had  been 
contributed  through  our  church  and 
the  Cooperative  Program  for  Chris¬ 
tian  higher  education.  My  preacher 
friend  had  shared  in  similar  sacrifices 
because  he  also  believed  in  the  extra 
something  which  his  children  had 
received  from  our  Baptist  schools.  It 
was  obvious  that  we  were  equally 
dedicated  to  Christian  higher 
education. 

However,  he  said,  “I  wish  my  church 
would  get  involved  in  the  ‘Mississip¬ 
pi  Mission’  but  for  the  life  of  me  I  can’t 
figure  where  they  could  come  up  with 
the  needed  resources.” 

“Why  don’t  you  tell  your  church 
members  about  your  personal  com¬ 
mittment  to  Christian  higher  educa¬ 
tion,”  I  said,  "and  then  let  them  decide 
if  they  want  to  rechannel  some  of  their 
resources  into  a  project  too  big  for 
their  church  to  handle?” 

“You  know,”  he  said,  “I  think  I  will.” 

Earl  Kelly  is  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Lebanese  Baptists  want 
missionaries  to  remain 


By  Art  Toalston 


BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  — 
Lebanese  Baptist  leaders  have  ex¬ 
pressed  “deep  concern  and  utmost 
disapproval"  of  the  U  S.  government 
order  that  Americans  leave  their 
country. 

The  Lebanese  Baptist  Convention’s 
executive  committee  has  asked  the 
U.S.  Department  of  State  to  exempt 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  from 
the  order. 

A  pastors’  group  and  at  least  four 
Lebanese  Baptist  congregations  have 
made  similar  pleas. 


The  Jan.  28  order  gives  Americans 
in  Lebanon  30  days  of  valid  passport 
privileges  before  they  must  leave  the 
country. 

At  the  State  Department,  William 
Wharton,  director  of  citizenship  ap¬ 
peals,  could  not  pinpoint  when  a  deci¬ 
sion  will  be  made  on  allowing 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to  re¬ 
main  in  Lebanon.  He  said  his  staff  will 
handle  the  matter  “as  expeditiously 
as  possible.” 

(Continued  on  page  5) 
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The  changing  of  the  guard 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
Mississippi  Baptists  as  an  employee 
of  the  Convention  Board.  He  worked 
for  two  years  as  an  associate  in  the 
Training  Union  department,  before 
beginning  his  work  with  the  Baptist 
Record  in  1951.  Except  for  the  thirty 
years  of  service  given  to  the  publica¬ 
tion  by  Dr.  P  I.  Lipsey,  this  is  the 
longest  period  that  any  person  has 
worked  for  the  paper  in  its  98  year 
history. 

Retirement  for  Mr.  Abrams  comes 
on  December  31,  so  his  duties  with  the 
paper  actually  end  with  this  issue.  He 
has  helped  produce  more  than  1150 
issues  of  the  Record  and  has  watch¬ 
ed  the  circulation  grow  from  about 
70,000  in  1951,  to  the  more  than  118,000 
of  the  present  time. 

“Joe”  as  he  is  affectionately  known 
around  the  Baptist  Building,  and 
across  the  state,  has  been  associated 
with  three  editors,  Dr.  A.  L.  Goodrich, 
Dr.  W.  C.  Fields,  and  the  present  one. 
On  three  occasions,  while  Dr. 
Goodrich  was  on  an  extended  tour, 
after  Dr.  Goodrich’s  death,  and  when 
Dr.  Fields  went  to  Nashville,  he  serv¬ 
ed  brief  periods  as  interim  editor,  and 
has  continued  in  that  position  to  the 
present. 


For  15  years  it  has  been  this  editor’s 
privilege  to  work  with  Joe,  and  no  two 
men  could  have  a  closer  or  finer  rela¬ 
tionship  through  such  a  period. 
Together  we  have  planned  and 
published  more  than  750  issues  of  the 
Record,  and  we  have  rejoiced  and 
thanked  God  together  as  we  have  wat¬ 
ched  the  ministry  of  the  publication 
continue  to  grow. 

Joe  and  his  Rolleiflex  camera  have 
become  a  familiar  sight  at  Baptist 
meetings  of  all  kinds  all  across  the 
state,  for  he  was  taking  pictures  and 
reporting  not  only  for  the  Baptist 
Record  but  also  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  News  Service  which  provided 
Baptist  news  coverage  for  the  secular 
news  media  across  the  state,  since  he 
not  only  was  associate  editor,  but  also 
was  public  relations  director  for  the 
Convention  Board.  With  an  uncanny 
ability  to  ferret  out  important  people 
and  things  in  the  news,  and  the  train¬ 
ing  and  experience  to  organize  and 
condense  materials  for  the  press,  he 
has  been  able  to  keep  events  of  Bap¬ 
tist  life  in  the  state,  before  the  people 
both  within  and  without  the 
denomination. 

Mr.  Abrams  and  I  have  worked 
closely  together  week  after  week  in 


Seminaries,  colleges,  schools 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
minister  to  more  students. 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  in  the 
midst  of  an  endowment  campaign  at 
this  time  for  our  educations  institu¬ 
tions  and  for  our  children’s  village. 
The  goal  for  the  total  endowment 
figure  for  the  four  institutions  is  $40 
million.  Such  a  goal  is  attainable,  but 
it  will  take  generous  giving  by  all  of 
us  to  get  there. 


The  benefits,  however,  for  the  in¬ 
stitutions  will  be  marvelous.  And 
those  benefits  will  be  passed  along  to 
the  students  who  study  in  those 
schools  for  as  long  as  they  exist. 

Not  to  be  forgotten  are  the  six 
seminaries  that  are  operated  by 
Southern  Baptists.  They  are  busy 
helping  religious  work  volunteers  put 
the  finishing  touches  on  their  career 
preparation.  The  seminaries  are 


Golden  Gate  in  Mill  Valley,  Calif.; 
Southwestern  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas; 
Midwestern  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  New 
Orleans  in  New  Orleans,  La.; 
Southern  in  Louisville,  Ky.;  and 
Southeastern  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

May  Seminaries,  Colleges,  and 
Schools  Day  remind  us  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  in  support  of  our  educational 
institutions  and  in  prayer  for  their 
ministry. 


Will  you  keep  giving? 


(Continued  from  page  2) 

There  are  many  factors  which 
should  challenge  Christians  to  be  good 
stewards  of  their  possessions.  Paul 
enumerates  several  of  the  factors  to 
the  Corinthians  which  should  en¬ 
courage  Christians  today  to  be 
generous  supporters  of  the  local 
church  work  The  first  of  these  is  the 
example  of  others  (2  Cor.  8:2).  There 
are  many  who  gave  out  of  poverty. 
They  received  the  blessings  of  the 
Master  for  their  generosity. 

Next.  Paul  emphasized  their  own 
past  examples  (2  Cor.  8:6-7).  It  would 
be  great  if  each  Christian  would 
always  live  his  life  at  his  own  highest 
standard.  Most,  if  not  all,  Christians 
have  had  high  moments  when  they 
recognized  the  responsibility  of  retur¬ 
ning  their  material  possessions  to  God 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  gospel.  The 
tragedy  is  that  all  too  often  we  never 
turn  our  highest  impulses  into  action. 


Finally,  we  are  to  give  because  of 
the  example  of  Christ  (2  Cor.  8:9).  The 
foundation  of  Christianity  is  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  giving.  Apart  from  giving, 
there  would  be  no  eternal  life. 

Will  the  new  tax  law  keep  Christians 
from  supporting  the  Lord's  work?  Not 
in  the  case  of  committed  Christians 
who  understand  that  they  are 
stewards  of  their  possessions.  Those 
who  realize  that  all  that  they  have 
belongs  to  a  God  who  loves  them  will 
continue  to  give. 

Jesus  approved  of  sacrificial  giving 
as  he  commanded  the  woman  who 
brought  the  alabaster  box  and  broke 
it  over  him,  as  well  as  the  widow  who 
gave  her  mite.  A  Christian  should  give 
because  of  the  relationship  he  has 
with  God  through  Christ.  He  should 
further  recognize  that  all  that  he  has 
belongs  to  God  and  that  he  is  but  a 
steward  of  the  possessions  that  God 


has  placed  in  his  hands. 

The  word,  “steward,”  as  used  in  the 
New  Testament,  portrays  the  concept 
of  God’s  total  ownership  of  all  we  have. 
In  Christ’s  day,  every  household  of 
distinction  seems  to  have  had  a 
steward.  He  was  a  servant  or  a  free 
man  who  had  full  charge  of  his 
master’s  affairs  and  could  even  use 
them  for  his  own  personal  advantage, 
if  he  chose.  He  was  completely  ac¬ 
countable  to  his  master,  however,  and 
had  to  render  a  full  account  when  re¬ 
quested  to  do  so. 

The  Christian  should  gain  insight  to 
his  responsibility  from  the  household 
stewards  of  the  New  Testament  era 
but  the  motivation  should  always  be 
love  and  gratitude.  The  intent  should 
be  to  glorify  God  and  further  the 
Master’s  work  around  the  world. 

Everett  Sneed  is  editor,  Arkansas 
Baptist  Newsmagazine. 


Thai  women  meet  first  time  for  national  meet 

CHIANG  MAI,  Thailand  —  Six  tional  Baptist  Women’s  Union  camp  for  stitution  for  their  group  and  planned 
languages  were  spoken  when  Thai  Bible  study,  inspiration,  business  and  how  to  increase  their  witness  in  chur- 
Baptist  women  met  for  their  firsUna-  fellowship.  The  women  adopted  a  con-  ches  throughout  Thailand. 


Missionary  to  Japan  retires, 
joins  staff  of  1st,  Yazoo  City 


planning  each  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record,  determining  materials  to  be 
used,  and  bringing  the  publication  in¬ 
to  form.  Of  course,  we  have  been  ably 
assisted  in  this  by  other  members  of 
the  staff.  Joe  has  had  large  respon¬ 
sibility  in  planning  the  front  page  of 
each  issue,  and  in  organizing  the 
materials  chosen  to  appear  on  it. 
General  planning  starts  at  the  editor’s 
desk,  but  associates  must  work  out 
much  of  the  detail. 

Joe  is  well  trained,  skilled  in  news 
reporting  and  editing,  broadly  ex¬ 
perienced  and  deeply  dedicated  to  his 
work.  He  has  filled  his  position  with 
the  Record  with  efficiency.  His  plea¬ 
sant  manner  and  warmth  of  spirit, 
have  made  friends  for  him  not  only  in 
the  Baptist  Building  but  also  across 
the  state  and  nation. 

As  editor  I  thank  him,  not  only  for 
myself,  but  for  all  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists,  for  the  contribution  which  he  has 
made  to  Baptist  life  and  history  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  quarter  century.  Few  men 
in  Mississippi  have  been  right  in  the 
middle  of  things  as  far  as  Baptists  are 
concerned,  more  than  Mr.  Abrams. 
He  has  not  only  helped  report  history 
as  it  has  happened,  hut  also  has 
shared  in  making  it. 


► 


Ralph  V.  Calcote,  has  retired  as  a 
missionary  to  Japan.  He  joined  the 
staff  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  on 
Jan.  1.  As  assoc¬ 
iate  minister  of 
pastoral  care,  he 
will  assist  the 
pastor,  James  F. 
Yates,  in  evangel¬ 
ism,  visitation, 
and  counseling. 
Calcote  is  a 
k.  native  of  Lincoln 
Calcote  County,  Miss.  He 
grew  up  in  Brookhaven  and  attended 
Copiah-Lincoln  County,  Miss.  He  grew 
up  in  Brookhaven  and  attended 
Copiah-Lincoln  Junior  College.  He 
received  the  bachelor  of  science 
degree  from  Mississippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity  and  bachelor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Southern  Se/hinary,  Louisville, 
Ky.  He  also  holds  the  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  from  Southeastern 
Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  and  has 
specialized  training  in  counseling. 

In  March  of  1951  Calcote  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  a  missionary  to  Japan.  He 
did  language  study  in  Tokyo  and  was 
a  general  evangelist  in  Kokura  ( now 
Kitakyushu),  and  in  Nagoya,  Japan. 
In  Tokyo,  he  was  an  evangelist,  train¬ 


ing  lay  Christians  in  evangelism,  from 
1970  through  1980.  His  last  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  in  Fukuoka,  as  a  general 
evangelist,  1980-1985. 

The  Calcotes  were  on  furlough  dur¬ 
ing  1986  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  they 
retired  from  service  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  SBC. 

Mrs.  Calcote  is  the  former  Gena 
Wall  of  Natalbany,  La.  The  Calcotes 
are  parents  of  five  grown  children. 

The  Calcotes  were  the  first  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  occupy  First  Church, 
Yazoo  City’s  home  for  furloughing 
missionaries,  1625  Easy  Street,  during 
their  1962-63  furlough.  They  were  also 
the  first  family  to  spend  a  second  year 
in  Yazoo  City,  returning  for  their 
1968-1969  furlough.  They  lived  in  the 
missionary  home  again  during  1986, 
but  have  now  relocated  in  their  own 
home  at  1907  Barnwell  Avenue. 

Calcote  is  available  for  counseling. 
He  said  he  prefers  to  work  on  an  ap¬ 
pointment  basis  unless  there  is  some 
emergency  or  crisis  need.  He  is  work¬ 
ing  out  of  his  home  and  in  temporary 
office  space  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
church’s  education  building.  When,  the 
church’s  new  office  building  is  com¬ 
pleted,  he  will  have  an  office  there. 


*  LOOKING  FOR 

/  “SOMETHING  DIFFERENT” 

THIS  SUMMER? 

Don’t  go  around  in  circles  .  .  . 

Join  us  for  a  British  Islqp  adventure  in  conjuction  with  the 
Fourth  World  Conference  of  Baptist  Men 
Departure:  June  29,  1987 
—  Planned  by  the  late  Mr.  Owen  Cooper  and  Rev.  Jim  Yates, 
the  trip  will  be  personally  escorted  by  Jim  and  Joy  Yates.  Tour 
arrangements  through  BibleLand  Travel,  Louisville,  KY 
Write  or  call  for  a  brochure: 

P.  O.  Box  12,  Yazoo  City,  MS  39194  (601)  746-2471 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  ( Endorsement-73) 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-4442 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.  O.  Box  20257,  Jackson,  MS  39209 


I  Name  Age  I 

[  Street  i 

City 

State 

Phone 

Zip 

Underwritten  by  Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 

BR2 
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Lebanese  want  missionaries 


Not  an  accident  On  target  Mrt'nf  thpTrw  wtrM  ’^Khalaf  The  missionaries  are  engaged  in  Baptist  mission  personnel  and  Baj 

_..A  6  _  part  of  the  free  world,  Khalaf  said.  meHja  nublieations  and  educational  bsts  of  Lebanon.  We  are  one  famih 

Edltor:  Editor:  They  are  people  of  good  wiU.  Wehope  ^Jev  S  wo^edwrfh  one  household  under  God.” 

Because  a  report  has  circulated  Just  wanted  to  “thank  you”  and  that  the  (American)  government  will  -ulir-h-_  in  ions  to  Khalaf  was  a  program  speaker  a 

rather  widely  that  I  have  suffered  an  “praise  the  Lord”  for  your  recent  understand  our  situation  and  not  d;strih«ite  itv>  OMrin  Whern  Rantict  the  1985  Southern  Baptist  Foreig 
accident  and  am  hospitalized,  I  am  editorials  in  the  Baptist  Record.  The  withdraw  from  Lebanon  but  help  and  ..  ,  f  .  ’  .  f  ?  _  Missions  Week  at  Ridgecrest  Baptis 

sending  this  note  to  our  readers  to  editorials  you  gave  us  on:  support  Lebanon.”  .....  rteva«t»tcH  Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina 

clarify  the  situation.  ...  The  Presidents  of  Seminaries’  The  American  government,  Khalaf  .  ,  y  s  He  said  then  that  he  and  his  famil 

Actually,  there  was  not  an  accident  Statement  reiterated,  should  not  “make  deci-  y  C1V"  war  would  rather  die  in  the  Middle  Eas 

in  the  usual  sense  of  that  word.  The  . . .  The  Convention  Time  Schedule  sions  that  harm  many  hundreds  of  80011  after  the  Jan  28  state  Depart-  than  see  “Christianity  abolished  fron 

doctors  and  I  are  mystified  concerning  ...The  Bethesda  Home  and  thousands  of  people  because  of  a  few  ment  order,  a  group  of  Lebanese  Bap-  the  land  (region)  where  our  Savio 

what  caused  a  fracture  of  a  vertebra  Redemption  Baptist  Church  were  on  terrorists.”  tist  pastors  met  to  urge  prayer  “mor-  was  born.” 

(in  my  back,  of  course),  because  there  target.  It  is  a  good  feeling  reading  the  The  Lebanese  Baptist  executive  ning,  noon,  and  night”  that  the  mis-  as  Muslims  look  to  Mecca 

had  been  no  accident,  fall,  or  even  any  Baptist  Record  from  this  side  of  the  committee’s  plea,  adopted  Feb.  4  in  sionaries  could  remain  in  Lebanon.  Christians  in  the  Arab  world  look  t 

conscious  body  jolt ;  but  the  fracture  desk  to  have  an  editor  who  appears  to  Beirut,  argued  the  order  “would  result  Friday,  Feb.  6,  was  designated  Lebanon,  he  said.  “When  Christiani 

did  occur,  resulting  in  considerable  me  to  practice  editorial  unbiasedness;  in  the  disruption  or  freezing  of  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer.  ty  in  Lebanon  is  safe  and  free,  th 

pain  and  additional  difficulty  in  a  sensitivity  to  the  Holy  Spirit;  has  a  many  ...  projects  that  are  of  great  In  a  Feb.  3  meeting,  the  Hadath  morale  of  all  Christians  in  the  area  i 

walking.  feeling  for  the  rightness  of  a  situation  benefit  both  to  our  local  churches  and  Baptist  Church,  where  Khalaf  is  high.” 

The  doctors  feel  that  four  months  or  event  or  issue,  and  doesn’t  get  bogg-  to  our  convention.”  The  convention  pastor,  adopted  a  statement  that  Art  Toalston  writes  for  the  FMB. 

will  be  needed  for  healing  of  the  frac-  ed  down  in  personality  preferences 

ture,  necessitating  the  cancellation  of  (the  $50  word  for  such  is  called 

my  spring  schedule  and  my  leading  a  personalism ) . 
recovery  schedule  of  minimum  I  feel  you  are  not  only  informing  us, 
physical  exertion,  during  which  time  but  are  a  voice  for  us  throughout  the 

I  shall  have  much  opportunity  for  in-  state.  > 

depth  study  of  God’s  word,  prayer,  and  Thanks  for  the  ministry  of  the  pen 
general  reading  —  all  of  which  should  to  us. 

equip  me  for  even  greater  service  in  Ray  Henry,  pastor 

the  future.  Olivet  Church 

I  am  almost  inexpressibly  grateful  Gulfport 


Six  European 
groups  cooperate 

GLASGOW.  Scotland 


Directors  of 

**'  six  Baptist  foreign  missions  organiza- 

CLINTON  -  David  Q.  Byrd  Jr.,  School,  Mississippi  College,  and  earn-  tions  in  Europe  have  pledged  greater 

dean  of  the  Boyce  Bible  School  of  ed  a  Ph.D.  from  Southern  Seminary,  ’  cooperation.  They  intend,  for  example, 

Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.',-  will  be  speaking  during  chapel  ser-  to  °Ber  the  opportunity  for  partner- 
|  and  a  native  Mis-  vices  at  10  a  m.  in  Nelson  Auditorium  sbiP6  *n  mission  with  one  another" 

^1  sissippian,  will  be  on  Monday  and  Wednesday.  The  ser-  Participating  were  directors  of  the 

the  speaker  for  the  vices  are  open  to  the  public.  European  Baptist  Mission,  three 

Evangelism  Lee-  organizations  based  in  Sweden,  one 

tures  scheduled  for  In  addition  to  the  chapel  programs,  based  in  England  and  one  serving 

Mississippi  Col-  he  will  also  be  speaking  in  various  Danish  and  Norwegian  Baptists. 

I  lege  Feb.  16-18.  classes  of  the  Department  of  Religion  - 

Byrd,  a  native  of  during  the  three-day  period,  accord-  Americans  will  pay  for  government 
Brookhaven  who  ing  to  John  G.  McCall,  head  of  the  this  year  more  than  they  will  spend  on 

at.  — J  graduated  from  Department  of  Religion  and  lec-  all  food,  clothing,  medical  care  and 

Byrd  Clinton  High  tureship  coordinator.  religious  activities  combined. 


It’s  not  what  you’d  do  with  a  million, 
If  riches  should  e’er  be  your  lot; 
But  what  are  you  doing  at  present 
With  each  of  the  dollars  you’ve  got? 


- Devotional - 

Lessons  from  a  rare  breed 


A  A  reminder  from  William  Carey  College 

a- 

m  Observe  Baptist  Seminary, 

^  College  and  School  Day 

Sunday,  February  15 

-  A  day  set  aside  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
foj_cjTujvhes^o_honoT'  Baptis education  institutions 


By  Vernon  Sikes 

He  was  the  kind  of  man  I  want  to  be  like  someday  —  a  gentle  man,  an 
unassuming  man  who  was  perhaps  best  known  for  his  loving  attitude  toward 
folks  no  matter  who  they  were. 

I  think  I  love  him  mainly  because  he  was  so  genuine,  a 

rare  breed  as  it  sometimes  seems  He  was  the  kind  of  per 
v1  '  I  son  who  was  no  one  but  himself,  and  one  who  could  be 

■  fll  trusted  t0  be  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  tomorrow 

As  the  years  progressed,  he  grew  to  mean  a  great  deal 
*  t  I  to  me.  but  I’m  afraid  that  he  never  knew  how  very  much 

fc,  !■*»  because,  unlike  him.  I’ve  not  learned  to  be  the  person  he 

PwL  JHH  I  d  give  anything  just  to  have  one  more  session  with  him 
'  and  to  be  able  to  watch  him  listen  so  carefully  to  whatever 

Sikes  I  said.  If  I  could  talk  to  him  once  more  I  think  I’d  ask  him 
if  he  had  some  burden  he  would  like  to  share  with  me  for  a  change,  for  I  know 
that  he  had  a  seemingly  unfair  amount  of  them. 

This  gravel  truck  driver  and  I  sat  one  day  as  he  described  his  relationship 
to  Jesus,  but  it  wasn’t  like  anything  I’d  ever  heard.  His  words  were  simple 
and  unpretentious  as  he  spoke  of  his  Christ,  but  there  was  a  combination  of 
things  that  caused  me  to  remember  everything  about  that  afternoon  so  vividly 
even  after  many  years. 

The  look  of  his  face,  the  way  he  looked  straight  into  my  eyes,  even  the  way 
he  clenched  his  fist  in  enthusiasm  told  me  that  I  was  in  the  presence  of  a  man 
who  loved,  truly  loved,  his  Lord. 

If  ever  I’ve  known  anyone  who  lived  Jesus’  commandment  which  said 

.  .  and  you  shall  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all 
your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind,  and  with  all  your  strength,”  (Mark  12:30) 
this  man  did. 

He  loved  his  Lord  with  an  intensity  seldom  paralleled,  and  I  can’t  help  but 
believe  that  it  was  his  intense  love  for  God  that  caused  him  to  have  such  a 
concentrated  love  for  others. 

Gentle,  unassuming,  loving,  and  genuine  —  that’s  the  kind  of  man  I’d  like 
to  be  someday. 

Vernon  Sikes  teaches  Spanish  at  Yazoo  City,  High  School  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 


REGISTRATION  -  Carey  on  the  Coast  in  Gulfport 

Spring  Term 

Thursday,  February  19,  1-6:30  p.m.,  Student  Center 
Arts  and  Sciences,  Business,  Education,  Music,  Nursing 

*Day  and  Night  Courses* 

—  Undergraduate  and  Graduate  — 

_ FOR  JVI  ORE_l  NFO  RMATJ  QN_865^1J500  _ 

REGISTRATION  —  Hattiesburg  campus 

Spring  Ten-Week  Term 
‘Register  at  First  Class  Meeting* 

(Week  of  February  23-27) 

—  Day  and  Night  Courses  — 

"The  Use  of  Microcomputers  in  Churches” 

(and  eight  other  courses  in  various  subject  areas) 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  582-61 0a 


If  William) 

f  Carey'S^ 

Collet* 

On  The  C  ttasl 


■V, 


FMB  toll-free  hotline 
adds  latest  mission  news 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  The 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  new  toll-free  “PrayerLine” 
telephone  number  is  adding  another 
service:  the  latest  missions  news. 

Each  Saturday  and  Sunday 
listeners  can  dial  1-800-ALL-SEEK 
(1-800-255-7335)  for  a  two-minute 
report  on  missions  news  from  around 
the  world. 

Already,  hundreds  of  churches  have 
used  PrayerLine,  organizers  reported. 

More  than  2,700  people  called  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  week  of  operation. 

The  1,800  who  called  over  that 
weekend  got  the  latest  word  from 
Lebanon,  where  missionaries  are 
grappling  with  a  U.S.  government 
order  to  leave  the  country  within  30 
days.  Such  updates  on  crisis  situations 
calling  for  prayer  will  continue  to  be 
a  feature  of  PrayerLine,  said  Minette 
Drumwright,  who  heads  the  board’s 


A  music/drama  team  presented  a  special  number  during  the  conference,  led  by  Ann  Barlow  and  Dan  Hall. 


Woman  cried,  “If  there’s 
a  God,  show  yourself” 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
could  take  Briscoe’s  place  over. 
“Who’s  in  charge?”  demanded  Bob. 
Briscoe  was  expecting  the  worst,  but 
he  answered  truthfully. 

When  Briscoe  answered,  “The  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,”  Bob’s  knuckles  whiten¬ 
ed  and  he  collapsed.  “Tb  the  best  of 
my  knowledge,'1  said  Briscoe,  Bob  was 
not  saved.  “But  it  proved  a  reality  for 
me  —  when  I  stand  not  in  my  own 
strength,  but  in  his  authority,  I’m 
equipped  to  proclaim.” 

In  a  second  message,  Briscoe  spoke 
of  the  characteristics  of  disciples 
which  include  being  prepared  to  con¬ 
front  the  issues  that  Christ  raises,  be¬ 
ing  prepared  to  confirm  the  laws  that 
Christ  makes,  and  being  prepared  to 
conform  to  the  pattern  that  Christ 
outlines. 

Briscoe  said  a  person  can  tell  a 
disciple  —  he  keeps  on  following.  He 
told  of  seeing  a  mile  race  in  Oslo 
where  two  of  the  racers  sped  ahead  of 
the  Britishers  who  were  champion 
milers.  After  half  the  course,  they 
dropped  out  and  were  not  mentioned 
in  the  news  of  the  race. 

The  two  were  “rabbits ;  ”  they  were 
half-milers  who  set  the  pace  so  that 
the  milers  could  possibly  finish 
quicker  The  ones  who  made  it  into  the 
news  were  “the  ones  who  finished  the 
course,"  said  Briscoe. 

Florida  evangelist  Jim  Ponder  told 
of  the  146,000  who  will  die  today.  “Most 
will  die  and  go  to  hell,”  he  said.  “I 
believe  in  every  method  you  can  use 
to  reach  people  for  Jesus,"  said 
Ponder,  “as  long  as  it’s  sincere,  honest, 
and  not  manipulative." 

Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Orlando,  considered  the  four 
items  that  are  needed  for  a  balanced 
church:  worship,  teaching,  evangel¬ 
ism,  and  fellowship.  He  said  if  one 
shoves  aside  the  other  three,  the 
church  won’t  be  healthy. 

Henry  told  of  being  moved  by  the 


Holy  Spirit  one  day  to  pray  over  each 
pew  in  the  church.  It  took  him  two 
hours,  but  the  next  day  at  invitation 
time,  55  people  came  forward  to  either 
proclaim  their  salvation  or  to  move 
their  letter. 

One  of  those  was  a  barmaid  who 
entered  the  church  at  the  middle  of 
the  service.  She  said  that  she  was  at 
the  end  of  her  rope  and  driving  down 
the  freeway  said,  “If  there's  a  God, 
show  yourself.”  Just  then  she  saw  the 


uni 


cross  and  steeple  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Orlando.  She  pulled  off  the 
freeway  and  entered  the  church  in 
time  to  hear  the  gospel  message  of 
Henry.  She  was  saved  that  day.  And 
the  church  began  to  help  her  find  not 
only  a  new  job,  but  a  new  life. 

Jerry  Young,  pastor  of  New  Hope 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson,  said  the  purpose  of  the 
church  is  “to  proclaim  God.”  He  told 
the  group,  “If  you  want  heaven  to 

Tim  Nicholas  photos 


shout,  find  someone  who  doesn’t  know 
Jesus  and  bring  him  in.” 

Young  illustrated  the  need  for 
prayer  as  people  witness  with  the 
analogy  of  strawberry  picking.  When 
you  send  out  a  strawberry  picker,  he 
said,  “You  first  find  out  if  he  can 
recognize  strawberries  when  he  sees 
them.”  Second,  said  Young,  “You 
make  sure  strawberries  happen  not  to 
be  his  weakness ...  So  you  need 
prayer.” 


intercessory  prayer  emphasis. 

The  weekend  news  report  also  will 
focus  on  stories  and  information 
highlighting  overseas  prayer  needs. 

The  news  report  will  be  taped  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  news  depart¬ 
ment,  which  also  is  the  foreign  bureau 
of  Baptist  Press. 

Monday  through  Friday,  Prayerline 
offers  around-the-clock  taped  prayer 
requests  from  missionaries  in  109 
countries.  - 

"PrayerLine”  began  in  January  to 
support  the  “concerts  of  prayer”  for 
world  evangelization  called  for  by 
mission  board  trustees  last 
December. 

Southern  Baptists  are  being 
challenged  to  set  aside  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  of  every  month  for  “concerted, 
united,  sustained,  extraordinary 
prayer”  for  the  world. 

Rankin  missions 
rally/banquet 
is  slated 

The  Fifth  Annual  Rankin  Missions 
Rally/Banquet  will  be  held  at  6:30 
p.m.,  Friday,  Feb.  20,  in  the  new  ban¬ 
quet  hall  of  the 
fellowship  and 
study  center  at 
First  Church, 
Brandon.  This  is 
the  largest  “Asso- 
ciational  Gather¬ 
ing”  of  Rankin 
Baptists  of  the 
year. 

Brister  The  theme  for 

the  rally  will  be  “Gifts  Are  For  Giv¬ 
ing.”  The  keynote  speaker  will  be  J.  W. 
Brister,  director  of  missions,  Hinds- 
Madison  Baptist  Association.  He  is  a 
native  of  Isola,  and  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

The  program  will  feature, 
“Spotlight  on  Missions"  by  J.  C.  Ren- 
froe,  director  of  missions,  Rankin 
Association;  and  a  skit,  “Obey  the 
Call”  by  Mrs.  Cindy  Stevens,  associa- 
tional  BYW  director.  The  Adult  Choir, 
Oakdale  Church,  directed  by  Susan 
Clark,  will  provide  special  music. 
Miss  Clark  also  serves  as  the  associa- 
tional  music  director. 

The  pastor  or  WMU  director  of  each 
church  is  asked  to  turn  in  the  number 
of  meal  reservations  needed  by  call¬ 
ing  Mrs.  Anita  May,  acting  associa- 
tional  WMU  director,  at  845-2688  or  the 
associational  office  at  939-2182  (col¬ 
lect)  no  later  than  February  16.  If 
child  care  is  needed  for  preschoolers, 
also  let  them  know  how  many  to  ex¬ 
pect.  There  is  no  cost,  but  meal  and 
nursery  reservations  are  necessary. 


Barrv  Landrum 


Jim  Ponder 


Guy  Henderson 


USED  VAN  NEEDED  —  Parch- 
man  Prison  Ministry  for  Youth/ 
Children  Ministries.  Prefer 
window-type  15  passenger.  Will 
consider  all  offers.  Contact  Charles 
Jones,  Box  66,  Drew,  MS  38737; 
(601)  745-2145. 


Thursday,  February  12,  1987 
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C^le  c Mississippi  £Mi§Sioil 
Box  Scores 


Bills  are  out  of  committee 
ready  for  legislative  vote 


Each  church  is  considering  a  suggested  minimum  goal  (Great  Com¬ 
mitment)  and  maximum  goal  (Greater  Commitment).  The  target  range 
gives  each  church  an  idea  of  what  is  required  to  achieve  success  for  The 
Mississippi  Mission.  Listed  below  are  the  exciting  results  of  some  of  the 
churches  reporting  thus  far! 

Greater  Commitments  (challenge  target)  Subscribed! 

Church  Goal  Pledged 

Bay  Springs,  Porterville  *  $  7-8,000 _  $  10,000! 

First,  Tupelo  121-151,000  135,000! 

Dundee,  Tunica  5-6,000  45,000! 

First,  Tunica  5-6,000  6,000! 

Old  Oak  Grove,  Myrtle  4-5,000  5,000! 

Poplar  Springs,  Hazlehurst  1-2,000  2,155! 


The  following  bills  have  passed  at  would  raise  the  compulsory  school  at-  dinances  regulating  community 
least  one  committee  in  the  house  or  tendance  age  to  16  and  the  phase-in  television  systems  outside  a  city, 
senate  and  are  to  be  voted  on  within  time  would  be  cut  in  half ;  SB  2138  SAFETY:  HB  461  would  require 
the  hext  few  days:  would  authorize  the  Department  of  compulsory  automobile  liability  in- 

Alcohol:  HB  392  would  exempt  cer-  Education  to  conduct  statewide  pupil  surance;  HB  583  would  allow  for 
tain  persons  who  inform  parents  of  a  testing  in  certain  grades  and  allow  a  reduction  of  automobile  liability  in¬ 
child  s  unlawful  use  of  alcohol  or  functional  literacy  test.  surance  premiums  upon  the  comple- 

drugs  from  legal  liability;  HB  1195  Family:  HB  159  would  create  ir-  tion  of  a  legitimate  driving  course, 
would  redefine  “hotel”  under  the  ABC  reconcilable  differences  as  a  new  Other:  HB  167  would  require 
laws  so  to  allow  unlimited  alcoholic  legal  ground  for  divorce;  SB  2045  charitable  organizations  which  solicit 
beverage  sales  in  “hotels”  (or  motels)  would  allow  blood  tests  in  paternity  funds  from-the  public;  HB  346  would 
with  more  than  50  rooms.  suits  by  court  order.  prohibit  dog  fighting  and  related  ac- 

Children:  HB  848  —  this  bill  would  Gambling:  HCR  57  would  amend  tivities ;  SB  2373  would  enact  the  “Vic- 
call  for  the  registration  (not  been-  the  constitution  to  legalize  a  state  lot-  tim  Impact  Statement  Act.”  This 
sure)  of  residential  child  care  tery;  HB  120  and  HB  121  would  allow  would  allow  a  victim  of  a  crime  to 
facilities  ( not  day  schools,  preschools,  legalization  of  pari-mutuel  gambling  submit  a  statement  regarding  loss 
or  similar  non-residential,  non-24  hour  on  horse  racing  in  our  state:  HB  717  related  to  crime  even  if  the  court  did 
facilities).  The  bill  prohibits  the  state  would  allow  any  non-profit  civic,  not  ask  for  such  a  statement ;  SB  2645 
from  involvement  in  the  “form,  man-  educational,  or  religious  organization  stipulates  that  a  person  who  applies 


Great  Commitments  (minimum  target)  Subscribed 
Church  Goal 

Bluff  Springs,  Eupora  $  2-3,000 

Lantrip,  Bruce  2-3,000 

Oak  Grove,  Pittsboro  1-2,000 

Providence,  Banner  500-1,000 

Walthall.  Walthall  6-7,000 

Birmingham,  Saltillo  6-7,000 

Chalybeate,  Walnut  6-7,000 

Antioch,  Prentiss  6-7,000 

Bay  Springs,  Bay  Springs  41-47,000 

Enterprise,  Enterprise  20-22,000 

Central,  McComb  .  40-48,000 


Pledged 

$  2,000! 
2,000! 
1,000! 

500! 

6,000! 

6,000! 

6,000! 

6,000! 

41,000! 

20,000! 

40,000! 


Harry  Vickery,  general  chairman  for  our  young  people  through  Chris- 
for  The  Mississippi  Mission,  reports  tian  higher  education  and  child  care 
that  $22,808,739  has  been  pledged  to  the  $40  million  will  provide.”  Tuten  is 
date.  pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Jackson, 

The  Mississippi  Mission  is  a  unified  and  shares  the  leadership  of  the  Con- 
endowment  campaign  to  raise  $40  gregational  Gifts  Division  of  the  cam- 
million  for  Mississippi  College,  paign  with  William  B.  Alexander  of 
William  Carey  College,  Blue  Mountain  Cleveland. 

College,  and  the  Baptist  Children’s  The  campaign,  which  only  con- 
Village  tinues  actively  for  another  12  weeks. 

The  total  pledged  includes  has  a  number  of  benefits,  according 
$1,1771,846  from  the  churches  of  to  Vickery,  a  Greenville  layman. 
Mississippi.  Said  Vickery,  ‘This  is  “Continued  care  must  be  given  to 
outstanding  when  one  considers  that  children  in  need,  endowed  chairs  need 
this  represents  11  percent  of  the  $16  to  be  established  to  recruit  and  keep 
million  church  division  goal  from  on-  the  finest  professors,  and  additional 
ly  three  percent  of  the  churches.”  scholarships  are  necessary  to  attract 
A  total  of  465  trained  pastor  and  the  ablest  students  and  to  avoithpric- 
layman  teams  are  presenting  the  ap-  ing  the  qualified  student  out  of  atten- 
peal  to  the  nearly  2,000  Mississippi  ding.”  Vickery  added,  “Funds  will 
Baptist  churches.  “It  is  our  hope  and  also  be  used  for  program  enrichment, 
prayer,”  said  Joe  Tuten,  “that  every  library  materials  and  facilities  sup- 
church  will  see  the  long  term  benefits  port.  This  is  the  heart  of  the  effort.” 


FROM 


cAissiSSippi  College 


Carey  alumni  to  hear  Mrs.  Kelly 


Friends  s 

year  at  this  time  Mississ^^P^ap- 
»qe,  and  School  W-  our  re 

tyrTlacSe  S  Mississippi  Baptist 
re  truly  grateful. 

e  1850,  MiS*p*S Baptist1 Conventi 
:he  Mts8t*,V®tiCause  of  support 
jrosper  todjy  _  who  deem  its 
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raise  for  «  heights  in  higher  < 

ching  to  th*,^ethat  generations 
ires  to  •»»«•  *,„  institution 
^nftoTirmly  founded  in  Missi 

ink  you,  Mi®slS^Plook*witkrgrea 
serving  You-  £  dur  exemplar 
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HATTIESBURG  —  The  featured  former  athletes  are  invited, 
speaker  for  this  year’s  William  Carey  At  9  a.m.  Saturday,  Feb.  2T,'  the 
College  homecoming  luncheon  will  be  Crusader  5K  Run  will  begin.  Anyone 
Marjorie  Rowden  is  welcome  to  participate.  Reunions 

^  Kelly,  wife  of  Earl  for  the  classes  of  1917, 1927, 1937, 1957, 

Kelly.  Kelly  is  the  1967  and  1977  are  planned  for  10  a  m. 
executive  director  Alumni  may  register  for  the  lun- 
of  the  Mississippi  cheon  from  11  a.m.-noon. 

Baptist  Convention  ...  „  ,  ,  .  .. 

RnarH  Thp  nrn-  At  2  p.m.  a  coffee  hour  honoring  the 

will  hpP  at  outstanding  alumnus  and  the  class  of 

'  '  ,  ’37  will  be  held  at  the  president  s 

, Vit^^^^Hnoon  Saturday.  ,  1 

T  m  «lFeb  21  in  the  home 

kpIIv  net  uo-ii  a  doubleheader  of  old  timers' 

o„ 

,,  n  j,  _ the  Crusaders  will  begin  at  3  p.m.  with 

Mrs.  Kelly  served  for  17  years  on  the  immediately  following 

administrative  staff  of  William  Carey  ‘  PfP  ^  .Th* 

„  „  . .  ,  ,  _  Tb  conclude  the  evening,  the  Lady 

College  as  vice  president  for  college  ^  Qn  Be]haven  Co„ 

re  aliens  and  associate  professor  of  while  the  men  will  play 

religion.  She  was  a  missionary  to  Belhaven  a,  r3Q 

Israel. 

At  7  p.m.  Friday,  Feb.  20,  the  Any  alumni  or  friends  of  the  college 
athletic  banquet  will  be  held  in  Wilkes  needing  more  information  about 
Dining  Hall.  All  Crusader  athletes  and  homecoming  may  call  ( 601 )  582-6223. 
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Farmers/oil  workers  in  crisis 


God  through  you 


By  Tim  Nicholas 
The  jokes  are  getting  grim. 

A  Natchez,  Miss.,  geologist  told  a' 
group  of  Baptists  recently  that  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  AIDS,  there  is  now  a  problem 
called  RAIDS  —  “Recently  Acquired 
Income  Deficiency.” 

The  joke  could  just  as  easily  be 
found  among  the  farmers  of  America 
as  among  oil  industry  workers.  Both 
have  been  hit  hard  with  economic 
reversals  represented  primarily  by 
drops  in  farm  and  oil  prices. 
Mississippi  Governor  Bill  Allain  in  his 
recent  State  of  the  State  address  said 
that  farm  and  oil  problems  account 
for  two  percent  of  the  state’s 
unemployment  figures. 


Leroy  and  Dorothy  Johnson  are  Delta 
farmers  who  say  people  are  wanting  to  get 
together  to  talk. 

said  a  lot  of  people  will  try  to  take  a 
person’s  grief  away  —  with  too  many 
words  or  pious  platitudes  having  to  do 
with  God’s  role  in  the  matter. 

“God’s  trying  to  teach  you  a  lesson 
in  all  this,”  Rushing  said  that  well 
meaning  friends  will  say.  “My 
theology  doesn’t  allow  for  that  kind  of 
thinking,”  he  said. 

Career  loss  is  “a  major  wound  that 
takes  time  to  heal  ”  After  the  stages 
and  their  home  place  of  grief  —  shock  and  numbness,  then 
guilt  and  despair,  then  gradually  ac¬ 
cepting  what  has  happened,  then 
learning  from  the  experience,  “I’d  add 
a  final  stage,”  said  Rushing,  “where 
you  become  a  wounded  healer  the 
best  healer  of  all.” 

Rushing  told  the  groups  that  “A  lov¬ 
ing  presence  can  heal  in  ways  that 
words  can  never  do.”  He  added,  “The 
greatest  resource  available  is  God’s 
outrageous  grace.  Nothing  in  all  this 
It  world,  not  a  farm  crisis  or  any  other 
He  said  crisis,  can  separate  us  from  the  love 
of  our  Lord.” 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
told  the  groups  that  a  friend  once  told 
him  that  all  the  water  in  the  world 
can’t  sink  a  boat  until  it  gets  inside  the 
boat.  Discussing  the  Bible’s  view  of 
adversity,  Kelly  pointed  to  John  16:33 
as  offering  “some  kind  of  guideline  to 
give  sanity  to  work  through  all  this.” 
said  The  Scripture  notes,  “In  the  world  ye 
shall  have  tribulation :  but  be  of  good 
cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world” 
Home  Mission  Board  staffer  Gary 

. .  i  about  the 

various  denominations  offering  helps. 
He  said  he  hoped  to  get  agricultural 

He  went  home  and  told  his  wife  and  the  only  change  is  that  some  fanners  missions  groups  to  discuss  problems 

who  once  were  wealthy,  are  now  in  domestically.  A  Kentucky  director  o 

financial  reversals.  “At  60  years  of  missions  is  forming  a  marketing  club 

age,  we’re  too  old  to  retrain  or  find  and  Southern  Baptists  have  U.S. 
another  job  Others  don’t  understand  hunger  funds  -  $12,000  of  which  was 
that  farmers  have  “lost  that  way  of  spent  last  year  in  the  North  Delta 
hfe  Baptist  Association  alone. 

“We  were  good  farmers,”  she  said.  But  Farley  said  he  saw  no  im 
Added  Leroy,  “This  country  stands  mediate  solutions.  “I  don’t  see 
to  lose  something  precious.”  anybody  really  smart  enough  to  get  us 

In  addition  to  a  number  of  local  out  of  this  mess.  We  need  prayer 
helping  agencies  who  sent  represen-  Bob  Neill  told  the  group  a  banker 
tatives  to  the  Mississippi  meetings  —  friend’s  time  is  2:30  a.m.  That  s  the 
farmer/creditor  time  he  wakes  up  and  can’t  get  back 
three  men  spoke  to  sleep  over  worrying  about  the 
crisis.  The  banker  told  Neill  he  has  a 
Stan  Rushing,  a  former  Delta  ‘worry  list’  of  farmers  I  pray  for  It 
pastor,  now  a  counselor,  compared  the  takes  about  an  hour.  Only  then,  e 
career  loss  to  the  grieving  process.  He  said,  can  he  go  back  to  sleep. 


The  Home  Mission  Board  and  **'s»«*™ 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  along  Group  at 
with  local  associations,  are  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  series  of  crisis  conferences  for  Neill  tolc 
farmers,  oil  industry  workers,  and  feel  isola 

ministers  to  see  how  Baptist  churches  his< -  .  . 

can  help.  has  problems  and  ain  t  gon  get  back  to 

In  the  three  meetings  held  thus  far  financed,  you  cannot  be  a  friend  in 
in  Mississippi  —  three  more  are  good  times  only.” 
scheduled  —  the  speakers,  some  of  1  — 
whom  were  victims  of  the  crisis,  said  on  an 
that  people  in  crisis  need  friends. 

Bob  Neill  is  a  self-professed  “back¬ 
slidden  Baptist”  from  Leland,  Miss., 
an  almost-former  farmer  who  is 
writing  a  book,  his  second,  called 


a  crisis  ministry  meeting  prays  for  one  another. 

i  the  farmers.  A  person  “may  each  other  out  of  binds.  “And  we 

.  w _ ted  from  family,  friends,  and  farmers  are  the  world’s  worst.  We 

God.  When  you  hear  Fred  Fodrod  must  be  community.  We  must  come 

. i . . .  when  the  bam  bums  down  one,  Russell 

the  everybody  comes  over  to  raise  a 
barn  . . .” 

Neill  said  that  nothing  can  be  done 
individual  basis  “about  the  way 
the  government’s  messed  up  Fred, 

(Virtually  all  the  farmers  blame  their  meeting  in 
problems  on  various  l 
policies.)  But  you  can  go  down  there 


know  where  to  turn,  we  read  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  pray  together,”  said  Mrs. 

Kyzar,  among  whose  three  children, 

1,  is  in  Southwestern 
Seminary  planning  for  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  career  in  Costa  Rica.  The  prayer 
is  “the  most  stabilizing  force  we  have 
between  the  two  of  us.” 

Longtime  family  farmers  Leroy  and 
Dorothy  Johnson  who  live  near  Shelby 
in  the  Mississippi  Delta  just  handed 
back  1,600  acres  L 

to  the  federal  land  bank  because  they 
couldn’t  make  payments.  They  still 
have  other  farm  land,  but  it  still  hurts. 

“You  just  get  kind  of  numb  and  have 
to  close  it  off,  maybe  don’t  participate 
as  much  because  you  have  enough  to 
you  kind  of  center  down  on 
your  own,"  says  Dorothy,  who  with  her 
husband  is  a  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Clarksdale. 

Don’t  The  Clarksdale  crisis  meeting  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  they’d  been  to. 
nts  of  definitely  was  good  for  us. 
exact-  more  people  are  wanting  to  get 
lily  so  together  to  talk, 
them,  “Farmers  are  usually  silent  people 
»  work  as  far  as  their  own  problems  are  con- 
nd.  cemed.”  said  Leroy  who  began  as  a 
;  don’t  sharecropper  with  his  wife  38  years 
ago  and  graduated  to  renting,  and 
then  to  owning  their  land.  Now  others 
.^r__  .  own  their  land. 

“We  knew  that  without  the  Lord  we 
wouldn’t  come  through  this, 

Dorothy. 

“I  don’t  care  how  strong  your  faith 
is,  you’re  still  going  to  walk  with  that 

pain  every  day,”  said  Dorothy.  She  Farley  told  the  groups 
said  non-farmers  don’t  seem  to 
understand.  They  seem  to  believe  that 


He  added,  "Who  owns  the  land?  God 
owns;  we  tend.” 

In  an  interview  at  an  oil  crisis 

_  *•  j  '  i  Natchez,  the  wife  of  a 

government  geologist  told  the  Baptist  Record  that 
“other  people  feel  uncomfortable 
around  us.”  Kitty  Kyzar,  whose  hus- 
jse  Your  Farm  in  Ten  Easy  “He  ain’t  gon’  be  as  much  fun  to  talk  band  John  had  been  laid  off  and  has 
nd  Cope  With  It."  to  as  he  used  to  be  —  but  that’s  when  started  doing  independent  consulting, 

lline  the  95  participants  at  he  needs  you.  If  he’s  got  to  the  point  said  it  doesn’t  hurt  her  to  tell  others 
>g  in  Cleveland  about  his  at-  where  he  believes  God  does  not  love  that  her  husband  is  unemployed,  or 
iuicide  Neill  talked  about  (him),  he’s  got  to  see  God  through  that  they  can’t  afford  to  go  out  to  eat 
ersoncan  begin  to  feel  you.”  as  often  as  before.  What  hurts  is  that  handle 

Another  speaker  to  the  farm  groups  people  stop  inviting. 

>t  to  the  point  where  you  meeting  in  Clarksdale  and  in  Green-  “I’d  rather  them  ask  me  so  I  can  say 
God  that  makes  it  rain  and  viUe  echoed  Neill’s  sentiments.  A  we  can’t  go  this  time,  please  ask  us 
dry  must  have  something  Methodist  minister,  Milton  Boyd,  again.”  In  other  words,  L—,_ 
fou)  personally,”  said  Neill,  outlining  his  various  farming  disassociate,”  she  said. 

When  a  fellow  thinks  God  disasters,  said  “I  thought  about  blow-  Mrs.  Kyzar  said  that  parents  of 
re  him  anymore,  you’re  near  ing  my  brains  out  —  I  thought  about  small  children  need  to  tell  them  exact- 
f  your  rope.”  shooting  some  others  ...  but  I  knew  ly  what  is  going  on  in  the  family  so 

id  he’d  been  a  Christian  15  I  had  to  meet  my  master  on  the  other  that  when  other  children  ask  them, 

1  that  he’d  been  an  active  side.”  “Why  doesn’t  your  daddy  go  to  work 

.ember  before  his  financial  Boyd  said  that  Americans  are  anymore?  they  will  understand. 

“This  may  happen  to  you,”  becoming  too  individualistic  to  help  “When  things  get  bad  and  we  don  t 


Farmer  shook  his  fist  at  God 


As  Boschert  told  this  story,  his  wife  pletely  miserable, 
was  sitting  in  the  back  of  the  room  at  I 

First  Church,  Greenville,  quietly  employees  he  was  through  farming, 
crying  And  though  he  still  has  farm  related 

Boschert  said  he  stood  out  in  that  problems,  he’s  still  out.  He  tried  to 
field  in  the  rain  and  “shook  my  fist  at  quit  work  the  first  week  he  had  a  non- 
the  Lord.  ‘Why  are  you  doing  this  to  farming  job  (he’s  at  Staple  Cotton)  but 
me?’  ”  he  asked  God.  “I’d  never  done  Linda  talked  him  into  staying, 
anything  to  him.”  He  had  known  it  was  time  to  quit 

That  December,  as  he  drove  home  farming  when  he  couldn’t  get  a  check 
from  Clarksdale  from  the  bank  work-  with  just  his  name  on  it.  ‘.‘Staple  Cot¬ 
ing  on  refinancing,  he  passed  a  man  ton  writes  me  a  check  every  month 
picking  up  cans  on  the  side  of  the  with  nobody’s  name  on  it  but  mine,” 
road.  “He  waved  at  me  and  smiled.  I  he  says, 
didn’t  know  who  he  was.  Maybe  he  Boschert  said  his  problem  with  the  including  a  new 
was  the  Lord,”  recalled  Boschert.  Lord  was  “I  kept  telling  him  the  solu-  mediation  service 
Then  he  told  himself,  “You  are  the  big-  tion  to  my  problems.”  When  he  “final-  at  each, 
gest  fool.  This  guy  is  completely  hap-  ly  got  low  enough  to  ask,”  he  prayed 
py  picking  up  cans  while  you’re  com-  “I  want  you  to  work  it  out  for  me." 


Baptist  college 
enrollment  rises 

By  Lonnie  Wiiltey 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Missouri  Baptist  College  in  St.  Louis 
Predictions  of  declining  student  reported  the  largest  increase,  26.1  per- 
enrollments  failed  to  materialize  once  cent,  while  Virginia  Intermont  Col- 
again  at  Southern  Baptist  colleges  lege  in  Bristol  saw  its  enrollment 
and  universities.  decline  by  18.29  percent. 

Last  August  the  U.S.  Department  of  Four  of  the  five  Baptist  junior  col- 
Education’s  Center  for  Statistics  ^e8es  experienced  declining 
forecast  college  enrollments  would  enr°Hments.  Only  Truett-McConnell 
decrease  by  83,000  students.  Instead,  College  in  Cleveland,  Ga.,  reported  an 
a  recent  federal  survey  of  colleges  in-  increase,  16  0  percent, 
dicated  enrollments  grew  by  151,000  *n  of  total  enrollment,  Baylor 
students,  a  1.2  percent  increase.  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  is  the 

largest  Southern  Baptist  college,  with 
Southern  Baptist  colleges  and  11,556  students.  Mississippi  College 
universities,  however,  saw  their  Clinton,  Miss.,  is  the  seventh  largest 
enrollments  increase  2.0  percent,  ,n  enrollment  with  3,598 
from  95,539  students  in  1985  to  97,453  The  1986  fall  enrollment  figures  and 
students  during  the  1986  fall  semester,  the  percentage  of  increase  or 
According  to  figures  released  to  the  decrease  at  Mississippi  Baptist  col- 
Southern  Baptist  Education  Commis-  leges  were:  Blue  Mountain  College, 
sion,  35  of  the  51  Southern  Baptist  313,  (10.6);  Mississippi  College,  3,598, 
junior  and  senior  colleges  reported  in-  (-0.3) ;  William  Carey  College,  2,004, 
creases  ranging  from  0.4  to  26.1  per-  (12.7). 

cent.  Figures  do  not  include  students  Lonnie  Wilkey  writes  for  the  SBC 
enrolled  in  non-credit  courses.  Education  Commission. 

Foreign  Board  studies 
ministries  for  deaf 

By  Erich  Bridges 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  The  involved. 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  In  October,  several  deaf  volunteers 
Board  is  studying  ways  to  involve  from  Applewood  Baptist  Church  in 
more  deaf  Southern  Baptists  in  mis-  -  Wheat  Ridge,  Cola,  participated  in  a 
sions  and  increase  ministries  to  an  partnership  evangelism  crusade  coor- 
estimated  5  million  to  10  million  deaf  dinated  by  missionaries  and  Baptists 
people  of  the  world.  in  South  Korea. 

During  its  December  meeting,  the  Board  staff  members  and  mis- 
board  adopted  a  statement  on  deaf  -  sionaries  are  investigating  possible 
ministries  in  response  to  a  motion  ministries  for  deaf  mission  workers  in 
made  at  the  1986  Southern  Baptist  other  countries.  Baptist  ministries  to 
Convention  meeting  in  Atlanta.  The  the  deaf  or  deaf  congregations 
motion,  referred  to  the  Foreign  Mis-  already  exist  in  Japan,  Taiwan,  the 
sion  Board  by  the  convention’s  Com-  Dominican  Republic,  Venezuela  and 
mittee  on  Order  of  Business,  called  on  Colombia. 

the  board  to  reverse  a  perceived  In  February,  board  personnel  and 
policy  that  it  would  not  appoint  deaf  leaders  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
people  as  missionaries.  Conference  of  the  Deaf  will  travel 

“Contrary  to  the  perception  noted  in  together  to  the  Dominican  Republic, 
the  motion  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Mexico  and  Trinidad.  They  will 
Convention,  the  Foreign  Mission  survey  the  potential  for  ministries  to 
Board  does  not  have  policies  the  deaf  in  those  countries  and  the 
precluding  the  appointment  of  deaf  possibilities  for  using  deaf  mission 
personnel,”  the  statement  said.  “Our  personnel. 

appointments  are  based  on  field  re-  Staff  members  also  have  identified 

quests.  We  do  not  have  field  requests  at  least  a  dozen  missionaries  with 
calling  for  the  matching  of  gifts  and  ability  to  communicate  in  American 
skills  of  the  non-hearing  with  related  Sign  Language.  A  manual  may  be 
field  needs  and  opportunities.”  developed  to  aid  them,  other  mis- 

But  the  statement  went  on  to  report  sionaries,  and  volunteers  in  minister- 
that  mission  board  staff  members  ing  to  the  deaf, 
have  been  meeting  for  several  years  “Some  Christian  groups  do  have 
with  representatives  from  the  evangelistic  ministries  among  deaf 
Southern  Baptist  Conference  of  the  overseas  and  are  reporting  response. 
Deaf,  a  national  fellowship.  Meetings  We  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that 
and  correspondence  have  centered  on  there  is  a  need,  that  there  are  oppor- 
exploring  the  needs  .for  ministry  tunities  and  that  there  is  response,” 
among  deaf  people  overseas  and  ways  said  board  researcher  Clark  Scanlon, 
deaf  Southern  Baptists  can  get  Erich  Bridges  writes  for  FMB. 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Feb.  15-18  Home  Mission  Study  (WMU  Emphasis) 

Feb.  16-17  DiscipleYouth  Workshop;  Central  Hills  Retreat;  6  p.m.,  16th-4 
p.m.,  17th  (CT) 

Feb.  17  Stat^ Growth  Spiral  Base  Conference;  FBC,  Hattiesburg;  9 
a. m. -5:30  p.m.  (SS) 

Feb.  19-21  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Education  Association;  Biloxi 
(MBREA) 

Feb.  21  State  Youth  Four-Part  Music  Festival;  FBC,  Brandon;  9:30 
a.m.-3:30  p.m  (CM) 
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To  my  Valentine ,  with  love 


It’s  quite  a  milestone  to  celebrate  a  tell  our  enemies.  Did  not  Jesus  say  for  or  go  fishing  while  I  got  up  every  mor- 
golden  wedding  anniversary,  as  did  us  to  love  our  enemies  and  to  pray  for  ning  and  drove  to  the  office?  Now  I 
Dennis  and  Mildred  Conniff  on  those  who  despitefully  use  us?  Life  is  confess  I’ll  have  to  change  my  tune. 
February  1  when  their  children  and  too  short  to  waste  a  second  on  bit-  Since  you’ve  been  recuperating  from 
grandchildren  gave  them  a  reception  terness  and  hard  feelings.  surgery  and  I  have  been  doing  your 

at  First  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson.  chores,  I’ve  found  out  you  do  a  lot 

But  right  now,  my  Valentine,  we  re  I’ve  seen  again  and  again  the  love  more  than  I  gave  you  credit  for!  I’ve 
still  concentrating  on  our  32nd  year,  shown  in  your  own  large  family,  how  shoveled  ashes  and  taken  out  the  gar- 
Remember  how  we  promised  to  love  you  rally  around  each  other  when  bage  and  built  fires  and  brought  in 
and  to  cherish,  for  better  or  for  worse,  some  crisis  occurs.  Wasn’t  it  a  sam-  wood  and  cooked  all  the  suppers  and 
for  richer  or  for  poorer,  in  sickness  pie  of  such  love  when  Etta  and  Bill  gone  to  the  grocery  store  and  raked  a 
and  in  health  .  . .  and  Odell  came  the  other  day  and  few  leaves  and  ....  Well,  you  know 

We’ve  mostly  been  poorer  brought  the  makings  of  a  fine  lunch,  the  list,  don’t  you?  I  beg  your'pardon 
moneywise,  but  mostly  been  richer  in  and  Odell  and  Etta  had  it  all  cooked  for  thinking  you  didn’t  do  anything 
a  lot  of  other  ways.  We’ve  seen  and  ready  for  the  table  when  I  got  Jesus  said,  “A  new  commandment 
together  some  of  the  best  of  times  and  home?  Fresh  mustard  and  rutabagas,  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one 
some  of  the  worst  of  times.  Mostly  we  deer  steaks,  combread,  and  hot  peach  another ;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye 


Mommy’s  Valentine 

You’re  Mommy’s  little  angel  You’re  all  that’s  dear  and  fine, 

As  precious  as  can  be,  A  treasured  little  sweetheart. 

Not  very  big,  that’s  certain.  You’re  Mommy’s  Valentine. 

But  all  the  world  to  me 

I  love  you,  little  darling,  How  very  fast  you’re  growing, 

I’m  very  glad  you’re  mine  So  soon  the  time  will  come 

So  once  again,  I  tell  you  When  someone  else  will  steal  the  heart 

You’re  Mommy’s  Valentine.  of  Mommy’s  precious  son; 

Give  her  your  love  my  darling. 

You’re  Mommy’s  little  laddie.  But  promise  through  all  time, 

A  big  important  part  That  I  shall  always  rate  a  kiss 

of  every  new  tomorrow.  From  Mommy’s  Valentine. 

You’ve  stolen  Mommy’s  heart;  — Tteresa  Heflin  Chaney 

No  one  could  ever  doubt  it  Meridian 

Flitting  finches 

Thoughts  flit  around  in  my  mind  Trouble  borrowed 
Like  finches  in  a  treetop.  Must  be  repaid  in  kind. 

Each  thought  is  fraught  with  worry,  And  nothing  good  is  gained. 

And  barbed  to  the  point  of  pain.  Tbmorrow  is  a  better  day. 

Think  positive,  oh,  my  soul;  And  today  is  folly  —  lost. 

Negative  thinking  is  like  decay.  So,  grief  must  surge  beyond  confines 
And  can  only  lead  to  the  depths  of  And,  some  day,  in  their  own  way, 
despair.  The  finches 

Let  my  thoughts  soar  to  the  heights.  Shall  come  to  rest. 

Please,  God.  —Maxine  E.  McAdory 

Jackson 


“None  liveth 
to  himselF’ 

A  little  clock  in  a  jeweler’s  window 
stopped  one  morning  at  twenty 
minutes  after  eight  It  remained  silent 
and  inactive  for  half  an  hour. 

School  children,  looking  at  the 
clock,  stopped  to  play;  people  hurry¬ 
ing  to  the  train  began  to  walk  more 
slowly;  professional  men  paused  ta 
chat  with  each  other. 

Ail  were  late  because  one  small 
clock  stopped.  Never  had  these  peo¬ 
ple  known  how  much  they  depended 
upon  that  clock  until  it  led  them 
astray. 

Many  are  thus  unconsciously 
depending  upon  the  influence  of  Chris¬ 
tians.  You  may  think  you  have  no  in¬ 
fluence;  but  if  you  are  a  Christian  you 
cannot  go  wrong  in  one  little  act 
without  leading  others  astray.  “None 
of  us  liveth  to  himself.” 


Love  is  the  key  that  sees 
us  through  so  much  pain 
For  to  be  without  love 
is  like  a  sky  without  rain. 
— Romy  Case 
Brookhaven 


If  you  could  look  inside  my  mind 
You  are  all  that  you  would  find. 


-Tim  Nicholas 


Yazoo  City’s  church  secretary  Korean  crusade 
to  observe  30th  anniversary  wins  3,042 

nber  of  the  SEOUL,  South  Korea  -  Seventy-t'vo 
1958  and  has  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  fror  16 
the  club.  She  stalled  3,042  Koreans  to  fa.cn  in 
-y  Public  for  Christ  '  during  a  partnership 
evangelism  crusade  late  last  year. 

nizations  in-  More  than  900  Korean  Baptists 
;  Mississippi  rededicated  their  lives  to  Christ  and  25 
ociation,  an  made  a  commitment  to  Christian  ser- 
-ed  as  second  vice  The  volunteers  worked  with  Bap- 
:e-president,  tists  and  missionaries  in  churches  and 
evangelistic  visits  to  homes, 
d  Worker  for  businesses,  hospitals,  schools  and 
tion  Depart-  factories. 

it  Convention  Three  deaf  members  of  Applewood 
she  has  led  Baptist  Church,  Wheat  Ridge,  Colo., 
ling  area  participated  in  the  efforts,  sharing 
conferences  their  faith  with  many  deaf  and  hear- 


Linda  Jenkins,  church  secretary,  She  has  bee 

will  observe  the  anniversary  of  30  Mozart  Music  C 

years  on  Feb.  15  as  an  employee  of  served  in  every 

MBMC  offers  free  MMMMpirst  Church  1 

CPR  classes  fit  Miss  Jenkins,  a 

Cl  native  of  Clarks- 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  dale,  calls  Yazoo 

is  offering  free  cardiopdulrru.  -v  “hometown” 

resuscitation  classes  for  famu,  since  she  was 

members  of  children  ages  birth  to  seven  years  old 

eight  years  old  on  Thurs  ,  Feb.  19,  at  when  her  family 

6:30  p.m  moved  to  the  Yazoo 

The  class  is  designed  to  provide  Jenkins  Delta.  She  was 

participants  with  a  knowledge  base  gra(juated  from  the  Yazoo  City  High 
for  recognizing  a  need  for  and  perfor-  s^ool  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1956. 
ming  infant  and  child  CPR  according  She  continued  her  education  through 
to  the  standards  of  the  American  ciasses  at  Mississippi  College  and 
Heart  Association.  through  the  years  has  updated  her 

Attendance  is  limited.  Tb  register  or  secretarial  skills  by  attending 
receive  more  information  call  seminars  at  Southern  Seminary, 

968-1044.  Louisville,  Ky.;  the  Baptist  Sunday 

School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  and 
secretarial  workshops  offered  by  the 
Church  Administration  Department, 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Miss  Jenkins  joined  the  First,  Yazoo 
City,  staff  on  Feb.  15, 1957  during  the 
pastorate  of  Harold  A.  Shirley.  She 
has  served  as  church  secretary, 
receptionist,  and  as  pastor’s 
secretary,  and  has  now  made  history 
as  the  person  with  the  longest  tenure 
as  a  paid  staff  member  there.  Webb 
Brame,  pastor  emeritus,  served  bet¬ 
ween  the  years  of  1923  and  1951,  or  on¬ 
ly  28  years. 

A  member  of  First  Church,  Yazoo 
City,  Miss  Jenkins  serves  as  director 
of  a  children’s  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ment.  She  is  one  of  the  study  leaders 
in  an  adult  Church  Training  group;  a 
member  of  the  Sanctuary  Choir;  a 
representative  on  the  associational 
executive  council;  member  of  the 
Church  Flower  Committee;  assistant 
church  clerk;  and  coordinates  the 
church’s  benevolence  ministry. 

Since  1972,  she  has  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  Yazoo  County  Baptist 
Association.  She  has  been  on  a 
number  of  associational  committees, 
including  the  Budget  Committee. 

than  60  percent  of  black  families  — 

were  headed  by  a  single  parent  in  1985,  when  you  hire  people  who  are 

1.  smarter  than  you,  it  just  proves  that 

That  compares  to  12.9  percent  in  you  are  more  intelligent  in  the  long 

run! 

Make  yourself  indispensable  and 
you  will  move  up.  Act  as  though  you 
are  indispensable  and  you  will  move 
out. 

There’s  just  one  thing  about  rules 
for  success  —  they  do  not  work  unless 
we  do.  _ 


El  Paso  celebrates  Book  Stores 

EL  PASO,  Texas  —  Workers  at  the  Consolidate  film, 
Foreign  Mission  Boards  Spanish 

Publishing  House  stopped  to  celebrate  ViilCU  tCUlC1 

when  it  was  announced  in  December  NASHVILLE  —  Baptist  Film  and 
that  the  organization  had  surpassed  its  Video  enters  in  Memphis,  Ttenn. ,  and 
previous  all-time  sales  record,  set  in  Ky  dosed  Feb.  1. 

1981.  The  new  record  totaled  more  than  The  dosings  wip  centralize  services 
$2.75  million  in  sales  of  Christian  jn  remaining  locations, 
literature  in  some  70  countries.  Circulation  of  the  more  than  700 

Much  of  the  increase  has  come  from  fUm  and  video  utles  available  through 
soaring  sales  of  the  publishing  house’s  Baptist  Film  and  video  Centers  will 
revision  of  the  Spanish  New  Testament  continue  through  centers  in  Arlington, 
and  its  new  Integrated  Curriculum  for  lfexas  Atianta,  Ga. ;  and  Greensboro, 
Bible  Study.  N  C 

Missionary  Robert  Tucker  recently  Persons  in  Alabama,  Florida, 
succeeded  Argentine  layman  N;  Aldo  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  for  service 
Broda  as  director  of  the  publishing  may  cal]  the  Atianta  center  at 

house  ,  -  1-800-33*2675. 


Women  heading 
more  families 


in  the  10  days  foltowing  his  Jan.  4  an-  More  than  one-fourth  of  American 
nouncement  that;  God  would  take  his  families  with  children  —  and  more 
life  in  March  urtless  he  raises  $4.5 

million,  according  to  ministry  _ ^ _ ^  _ 

spokeswoman  Jap  Dargatz.  Dargatz  the  census  Bureau  reported 
said  that  Robert^  literally  means  he 
will  die  unless  the  money  is  raised  in  137o 
time.  i  The  overwhelming  majority  are 

The  $4.5  million  is  what  is  still  need-  headed  by  women  -  4.9  million  of  the 
ed  to  fund  an  $8  bullion  scholarship  5  7  million  white,  single-parent  families 
program  for  thf;  medical  school  and  2  6  million  of  the  2.8  million  that 
students  at  Oral  Roberts  University  are  black. 

who  agree  to  'Ivork  as  medical  fn  addition  to  the  factor  of  divorce, 
missionaries.  i  many  women  are  having  children  and 

getting  married  later  —  or  not  marry- 

Vaticail  heads  list  —Compiled  from  news  reports 

NEW  YORK,  NY.  (EP)  -  The 
Vatican’s  struggle  to  enforce  or¬ 
thodoxy  in  the  Catholic  Church  in  the 
United  States  was  the  most  significant 
religious  news  topic  of  1986,  according 
to  a  poll  of  the  Religion  Newswriters 
Association  (RNA).  The  poll  noted  the 
curtailing  of  Seattle  Archbishop  Ray¬ 
mond  Hunthausen’i  authority,  and  the 
stripping  of  Father  Charles  Curran's 
Catholic  teaching  privileges  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  that  growing  struggle. 

Television  evangelist  Pat  Robert¬ 
son’s  announcement  that  he  may  seek 
the  Republican  presidential  nomina¬ 
tion  in  1988  ranked  second  on  the  poll. 

Controversy  over  public  schol  text¬ 
book  content  was  named  third  in  the 
list  of  “most  significant” 
developments. 


Effective 


January  11 


moci£«£&  BAPTISTRIES 

^  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 
^VT/rOlX  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALI  COLLECT  615  875  0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 

Mil  HIXSON  PtKE .CHATTANOOGA,  TN  37415 


Bakker  breaks  ground 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (EP)  -  PTL 
President  Jim  Bakker  broke  ground 
for  a  new  $100  million  ministry  centei 
at  his  2,500-acre  Heritage  USA  Chris 
tian  Retreat  Center  in  South  Carolina. 

The  1.25  million  square-foot 
Ministry  Center,  based  on  the  design 
of  London’s  Crystal  Palace,  will  be 
built  on  a  40-acre  site  near  Heritage 
Grand  Hotel.  It  will  contain  a 
12,000-seat  auditorium,  an  18,000-seat 
exhibition  area,  and  a  5,000-seat 
television  studio.  A  hydraulic  wall  will 
allow  the  two  larger  facilities  to  be  us¬ 
ed  for  major  events. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Cleveland  Warner  Amex  Cable  Ch  10  For  information  contact: 

Greenville  McCaw  Cable  Ch  15 

Hollandale  Broadband  Cable  Ch  17 

Jackson  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14 

Meridian  Comcast  Cable  Ch  11 

Hattiesburg  U.A.  Cable  Rl  Ch  6 

Laurel  Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  20 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Gas  gives  you  more  for  your  money 


Farrell  Blankenship 
Miss  Bapt  Conv.  Bd 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson.  MS  39205 
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Thailand  celebrates 
New  Year’s  thrice 


Thursday,  February  12,  1987 


BYWs  to  hear 
Weatherford  at 
banquet 


Part  III  of  III 
By  Maxine  Stewart 

Thailand  is  one  of  the  few  countries  throughout  the  country.  Then  Chinese 
to  celebrate  New  Year’s  Day  three  New  Year  is  in  February;  Thai  New 
times  each  year.  January  1,  the  tradi-  Year  is  April  13. 
tional  New  Year,  is  celebrated 


SWADDI  PI  MAI !  ( Happy  New  released  into  2,000  water  sources  water  ,raW'c  comes  to  a  halt  in  some  areas.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 
Year! )  The  Thai  New  Year  falls  on  throughout  the  country.  This  helps  to 
April  13.  This  hearty  greeting  can  be  keep  the  streams  well  stocked.  Gold 
heard  for  days  throughout  Thailand  as  leaf,  jasmine  flower  leis,  incense, 
everyone  extends  good  wishes  for  the  fruits  and  rice  are  offered  before  Bud- 
New  Year.  '  dha  images. 

This  day  is  also  SONGKRAN  DAY,  In  the  0,den  days.  SONGKRAN  DAY 
the  Water  Festival  Day,  so  Thai  New  was  simply  a  matter  of  pouring 
Year  is  highly  celebrated.  It  is  the  day  scented  water  from  a  silver  bowl  over 
of  free-for-all  water  battles  in  the  the  heads  and  down  the  ne<*s  of 
cities,  towns,  markets,  villages,  and  h"*ends  and  neighbors,  but  this  day 
along  the  country  roadsides  as  friends  has  changed  with  the  times.  Now,  the 
and  relatives  douse  each  other  with  pa*ms  of  the  older  people  are  used 
water  as  a  sign  of  friendship.  Water  while  water  is  splashed,  splattered 
erupts  from  bathing  bowls,  cans,  and  squirted  on  fhe  good  natured  Thai 
buckets,  coconut  shells,  water  pistols,  people  Even  some  of  the  policemen 
plastic  bags,  water  hoses,  and  other  are  soaked  Perhaps  on  a  hot  tropical 
containers.  Those  traveling  in  day.  sending  in  the  scorching  sun  at 
vehicles,  private  or  public,  are  not  ex-  a  husy  intersection  in  Bangkok  direc- 
empt  from  this  ‘blessing’  if  the  win-  ting  the  ever  increasing  traffic,  he 
dows  are  rolled  down.  Bus  loads  of  hnds  this  a  welcome  relief, 
people  are  often  drenched  Phra  Buddha  Sihing  image  is  taken 

About  18  years  ago,  we  were  travel- 

^°pLU0Ufyvr°  n0"  to  be  installed  at  the  Pramane 
SONGKRAN  DAY,  New  Year  s  Day.  Gn)Unds  (Sanam  ,  f  the  d 

As  we  were  passing  a  group  of  people  As  the  ,  is  paraded  through  the 

along  the  roadside,  suddenly  a  plastic  streets  the  crowds  reverentlv 

bag  of  liquid  came  flying  through  the  throw  ^rfumed  water  over  it  After 

open  car  wmdow^pilhng  over  Bob.  R  is  instal]ed  al]  who  wish  are  lt. 

Immediately  we  became  aware  it  was  tfid  to  inkle  Iustral  water  ,  water 

whiskey  as  the  stench  filled  the  car  b,essed  £  Buddhist  monks ,  over  the 

Gomg  to  another  province  to  spend  ;  other  especially  revered  im_ 

the  holiday  with  missionary  friends  may  ^  set  a  short  distance 

he  did  have  a  change  of  clothes  with  from  the  phra  Buddha  Sihi  j 

h'm  The  man  who  parted  with  his  Gold  ,eaf  ma  ^  a  lied  t0  these  im. 

alcoholic  drink  eviden  ly  wanted  to  (merit-mak.ng). 

give  the  PARANGS  foreigners)  a  Yo  ^  and  sometimes  older 

blessing  on  New  Year  s  Day  and  this  ones  roam  around  the  outskirts  of  the 

was  the  only  liquid  he  had  at  that  crowd  ]ooking  for  opportunities  to 

ime  douse  the  unexpected.  The  people  at 

April  is  normally  the  hottest  month  Sanam  Luang  are  usually  dressed  in 
of  the  year  in  Thailand.  SONGKRAN  their  most  colorful  clothes.  They  also 
DAY  is  not  only  welcome,  but  an-  display  their  happiest  and  most  relax- 
ticipated  for  weeks,  even  months,  in  ed  holiday  personalities, 
advance.  People,  especially  tourists  with  ex- 

The  day  begins  with  eJHy  morning  pensive  cameras,  have  to  be  extreme- 
merit-making  by  offering  food  to  the  ly  careful  during  the  Water  Festival 
monks,  releasing  caged  birds  into  the  Days  which  lasts  four  or  five  days, 
air  and  fish  into  rivers  and  streams.  Some  have  been  known  to  be  the  reci- 
This  day  is  designed  as  an  occasion  pients  of  large  plastic  bags  filled  with 
to  express  gratitude.  The  young  ex-  water  which,  upon  impact,  burst  — 
press  gratitude  to  their  parents,  elder-  soaked  the  victim  while  others  smil- 
ly  relatives,  government  officials  and  ingly  drenched  them  with  buckets  of 
others  whom  they  have  come  to  highly  water,  sometimes  ice  water.  As  if  that 
respect.  Scented  water  or  jasmine,  is  not  enough,  a  water  hose  is 
rose  petals,  and  orchid  blossoms  is  sometimes  given  dead  aim  and  the 
poured  over  the  palms  of  their  hands  flood  continues  to  wash  over  the 
while  a  verbal  blessing  is  given.  ‘blessed’  ones.  As  one  moves  on, 

Many  young  Thai  visit  the  Bang  plastic  bag  or  balloon  water-bombs 
Kae  Home  for  the  Aged  and  have  a  may  continue  to  soak  him 
water  pouring  ceremony  for  the  oc-  In  the  rural  area  SONGKRAN  DA1* 
cupants  as  they  are  aware  that  not  all  is  an  occasion  for  the  young  men  and 


COMING  OF  AGE  (Senior  Adults  &  opportunities,  continuing  learning.  ,  t 
the  Churches);  Horace  L.  Kerr;  Con-  and  special  services.  (4)  to  provide  s®|j!  39205,  before  the  March 

vention  Press,  Nashville;  127  pages;  means  through  which  senior  adults  ea  ine' 
paperback.  may  have  fellowship  with  other  senior  .  . 

adults  throughout  the  nation  (5)  To  AuDreV  Cr.  Smith, 
The  author  is  supervisor  of  the  cooperate  with  all  departments  of  the  /»  J  j . 

Senior  Adult  Section,  Family  Ministry  Sunday  School  Board  and  other  Bap-  tormer  pastor,  dies 
Department  of  the  Sunday  School  tist  agencies  in  providing  comprehen- 

Board.  He  is  a  Mississippian  ancf  has  sive  systems  of  programming  for  Aubrey  G.  Smith  of  Route  4.  Quit- 

served  in  religious  education  work  in  senior  adults.  man,  died  on  Dec.  *31,  1986  at 

the  state.  He  helped  to  develop  an  ag-  _  The  six  chapters  are  Aging  Has  F.  G.  Riley  Memorial  Hospital  in 

ing  program  in  Mississippi  and  work-  Come  of  Age;  Coming  of  Age;  A  Meridian. 

ed  with  the  Mississippi  Council  on  Historical  Perspective;  Coming  of  Smith  was  ordained  to  the  gospel 

Aging.  Age:  Southern  Baptist  Churches;  ministry  by  W.  Salem  Church  in 

This  book  is  a  detailed  account  of  Senior  Adults  and  the  Churches  To-  Greene  County  the  third  Sunday  of 
the  development  of  senior  adult  work  day;  Senior  Adults  and  the  Churches:  June.  1932.  He  preached  for  53  years, 
among  Southern  Baptists  and  also  the  Building  a  Relationship;  Senior  His  first  10  years  of  ministry  were  in 
growing  awareness  of  the  presence  of  Adults  and  the  Churches :  Growing  Wayne  and  Greene  Counties  in  mis- 
senior  adults  in  the  nation.  Together;  and  Coming  of  Age  —  The  s’on  work,  reorganizing  churches,* 

He  lists  five  objectives  of  senior  Future  Challenge.  teaching  study  courses,  indoc- 

adult  work  among  Southern  Baptists.  In  Chapter  Four,  Senior  Adults  and  trinating  small  churches  in  Bible  doc- 
They  are  (1)  To  create  a  Baptist  the  Churches  Today,  he  lists  activities  trines,  starting  BYPU’s,  missionary 
leadership  and  members  an  that  several  churches  sponsor  for  organizations  and  strengthening  Sun- 
awareness  of  the  worth  and  special  senior  adults.  day  schools.  From  there  he  branched 

needs  of  senior  adults.  ( 2 )  Tb  promote  In  his  introduction  the  author  notes  out  to  full  time  work  over  the  state  of 
among  Baptist  leaders  and  members  that  we  are  living  longer;  and,  as  we  Mississippi  and  south  and  central 
a  better  understanding  of  senior  add  years  to  our  lives,  we  must  add  Alabama.  He  was  associational  mis- 
adults.  (3)  To  assist  conventions,  life  to  our  years.  He  adds  that  longer  sionary  in  Choctaw.  Winston  and 
associations,  and  churches  to  meet  lives  mean  that  churches  and  com-  Newton  Counties.  His  last  four  years 
the  needs  of  senior  adults,  particular-  munities  have  more  older  persons  in-  of  pastoring.  ne  was  a  patient  of 
ly  in  the  areas  of  spiritual  growth,  volved,  and  we  must  learn  to  use  their  Hemo-Dialysis.  During  the  years  of 
social  interaction,  meaningful  service  potential  more  effectively.  —  DTM  his  ministry  he  led  in  the  building  of 


seven  church  plants 


Central  Church,  Golden,  (Tishom¬ 
ingo)  surpassed  its  goal  of  $3,700.  The 
total  given  was  $5,006.67.  Ralph  Culp  is 
pastor. 


K  \  MB  M  Moak’s  Creek  Church,  Lincoln  County,  not  only  reached  its  goal  for  foreign 

™  missions,  $3,400  but  exceeded  it  with  $4,0%. 

■r  1  /  I  n  Pictured  with  the  lighted  display  representing  the  goal  are  Mignonne 

Southside  Church,  Lucedale,  honored  its  Acteens  with  a  recognition  service,  Oct.  Johnston,  mission  support  chairman,  and  Billy  J.  Howse.  pastor. 

19.  The  theme  was  "Let  Your  Light  Shine.”  '»-*?'  - 

Picturec).  left  to  right,  are  Amanda  Miller.  Tonya  Gandy.  Belinda  Estle.  Sherrie  Clark. 

and  Mandy  Hale  The  leaders  are  Pat  Busby  and  Stacy  Gray 


Calvary  Church,  Columbus  held  a  note  burning  service  and  open  house  at  its 
new  pastorium,  Dec.  14.  During  the  services  a  plaque  was  unveiled  naming  the 
residence,  the  Nolen-Uithoven  Pastorium  A  year  and  a  half  ago,  Coy  Nolen,  gave 
his  equity  in  the  five  bedroom  home  to  the  church.  Recently  the  church  was  named 
in  the  will  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Guice  Uithoven,  church  members,  now  deceased  Their 
bequest  amounted  to  more  than  enough  to  pay  off  the  note  on  the  remaining  in¬ 
debtedness.  Pictured,  along  with  members  of  the  congregation,  left  to  right,  are  Wayne 
Goodman,  chairman  of  deacons,  Gilbert  Lowe,  treasurer,  and  Roy  D.  Hawkins,  pastor. 


pi,  he  was  born  in  Franklin  County  McCreary,  scepter  bearei 

and  lived  in  Moss  Point  during  much 

ol  his  early  life  She  is  the  former  j  if |  ftl . 

\ngelyn  Deaton  of  Jackson.  Tenn  if  if  Jgt 

Larry  and  Mary  Hendricks,  mis-  i 

sionaries  to  Costa  Rica,  have  com  .  In  M 

pleted  language  study  and  may  bead-  i 
dressed  at  Apartado  1883.  San  Jose.  V#! 

Rica  in  Edmond, 

okla  .and  considers  Ya/ixi  City.  Miss. 

his  hometown  The  former  Mary  If H  B 

White  of  Arkansas,  she  was  born  in  my  MflV  J 

reappointed  Baptist  representatives  {{fljHn  jfl 

to  Mexico,  have  arrived  on  the  field  gBSBBSt  Mm 

address  Apartado  20.  Boulevares.  i  lBBBm  Mm 

Kdo  de  Mexico.  YU -in  Mexico  He  is 

a  nati\e  ot  Pontotoc.  Miss  .  and  she  i-  'flH|  tHL 

i e i a  Hie;,  lien  "ontherl  R.iptiM  \ J 

iiufjfinnarios  for  22  years  in  Peru 
before  they  resigned  in  ItiHl  They 

s.iit  :  .■  ippointed  ’<>  Mexu  n  i;  lone 

Robert  and  Marsha  Ford,  mis- 
sionaries  to  Scotland,  have  completed 

furlough  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad-  Baptist  Student  Unio 
dress:  “Applegarth,”  Harbour  Rd..  sion  during  exam  week 
Wigtown,  DGB  9EL,  Scotland).  He  is  a  le,,er  concerning  Exan 
a  native  of  St.  Augustine,  Fla.  The  °*  *ru''  and  goodies  are 
former  Marsha  Waldrep,  she  was  bom  Porter  of  Elhsville  and  Sc 
in  NeVv  Orleans,  La.,  and  considers  proceeds  of  this  project 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  her  hometown,  packages  were  delivered 


Main  Street  Church,  Goodman  recently  held  a  note-burning  ceremony  The  final 
payment  on  the  note,  which  enabled  the  church  to  completely  renovale  the  pastor’s 
home,  (pictured),  was  made  Dec.  16,  1986  Also,  pictured,  from  left,  are  I.  B  Leathers, 
Danny  Williams,  Luther  Boggan.  Marion  Ousley,  and  Ray  Allen,  pastor  Not  pidufbd 
are  trustees,  Thomas  L.  Davis  and  M.  R  Thorne. 
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Pressler,  Patterson  issue  statement: 
‘current  developments  encouraging’ 

By  Dan  Martin 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  “Current 
developments  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention”  are  encouraging  to  Paul 
Pressler  and  Paige  Patterson,  the  two 
fundamentalist  leaders  say  in  a  state¬ 
ment  prepared  for  the  SBC  Peace 
Committee. 

In  a  3-page,  11  point  statement, 
Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals  court 
judge,  and  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Criswell  Center  for  Biblical  Studies 
here,  said  they  would  “like  to  express 
our  appreciation  for  current 
developments  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  to  make  certain 
recommendations  for  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  within  the  convention  . . 

The  “Statement  of  Appreciation  and 
Affirmation”  was  made  in  response  to 
a  request  by  the  SBC  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee’s  political  activities  subcommittee 
and  subsequently  sent  to  Baptist 
Press,  the  state  Baptist  newspapers, 
and  secular  religion  writers  across 
the  nation. 

Pressler  said  the  statement  is  “the 
first  formal  statement  we  have  ever 
made,  and  we  issued  it  in  order  to  set 
forth  where  the  two  of  us  believe  the 
convention  is  at  the  present  time.” 

Patterson  added :  “I  guess  we  grew 
a  little  weary  of  somebody  else  say¬ 
ing  what  we  thought  and  said.  I  am 
not  sure  anybody  is  all  that  concern¬ 
ed  about  what  Paul  and  I  are  think¬ 
ing,  but  since  we  were  getting  cited 
here,  there  and  yonder,  I  thought  we 
ought  to  say  it  outright.” 

In  their  statement,  Pressler  and 
Patterson  noted  their  support  for  the 
“Glorieta  Statement”  of  the  six  SBC 
seminary  presidents.  The  statement, 
issued  in  October,  commits  the 
seminaries  to  seven  specific  actions, 
including  enforcement  of  the  doc¬ 
trinal  statements  and  fair  treatment 
of  all  views  of  Scripture. 

It  also  says  the  presidents  believe 
the  Bible  “is  not  errant  in  any  area  of 
reality.” 

The  Pressler-Patterson  statement 
also  expresses  “strong  support”  for 
the  SBC  unified  giving  plan,  the 
Cooperative  Program;  pledges  they 
will  “work  towards  a  harmonious  con¬ 
vention  in  St.  Louis;”  calls  upon 
“those  in  our  institutions  and  agencies 
to  treat  all  Southern  Baptists  with  love 
and  concern,”  and  calls  on  the  Baptist 
news  media  “to  be  fair.” 

It  also  calls  on  “all  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  work  together  constructively 
to  correct  the  problems”  in  the  con¬ 
vention;  disavows  “harsh  rhetoric,  un¬ 
founded  accusations  of  disloyalty  to 
our  .  .  .  heritage  and  misrepresenta¬ 
tion  of  the  positions  of  other  Baptists,” 
and  calls  on  all  Southern  Baptists  “to 


discuss  the  issues  openly  and  honest¬ 
ly  without  rancor  or  bitterness  and 
without  propagandizing  through  the 
press.” 

It  says  again  the  basic  position  fre¬ 
quently  expressed  by  Pressler  and 
Patterson:  “For  conservatives  the 
issue  in  the  convention  has  always 
been  whether  or  not  the  Bible  contains 
error  or  is  truly  the  perfect  revelation 
of  God,  ‘truth  without  any  mixture  of 
error,’  and  ‘not  errant  in  any  area  of 
reality.’ 

“We  call  on  all  Southern  Baptists  in¬ 
volved  in  the  controversy  to  address 
the  issue  and  all  of  our  seminary  pro¬ 
fessors  and  other  denominational 
employees  to  address  forthrightly  and 
honestly  this  issue  in  such  a  way  that 
there  are  no  ambiguous  phrases  or 
hidden  meanings.” 

It  adds:  “Our  problems  are  real. 
They  were  not  faced  adequately  in  the 
Elliott  Controversy  in  the  early  1960s 
or  in  the  Broadman  Bible  commen¬ 
tary  controversy  of  the  early  1970s. 

“We  are  grateful  that  increasing 
numbers  of  Southern  Baptists  are  now 
recognizing  that  these  problems  can 
no  longer  be  disregarded  and  that  we 
must  have  our  institutions  operate 
from  the  predicate  that  the  Bible  is 
'truth  without  any  mixture  of  error' 
and  ‘not  errant  in  any  area  of  reality.’ 
We  call  upon  all  Southern  Baptists  to 
work  together  constructively  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  problems  created  by  those 
who  deny  this  basic  belief. 

“Failure  to  acknowledge  or  deal 
with  these  problems  will  only  insure 
that  the  controversy  will  not  abate  As 
these  problems  are  acknowledged  and 
dealt  with  and  as  the  Glorieta  State¬ 
ment  is  implemented,  the  controver¬ 
sy  will  abate.” 

It  adds :  “We  praise  God  for  what  is 
happening  in  the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention.  The  purpose  of  our  in¬ 
volvement  has  been  to  strengthen  our 
theological  moorings  in  such  a  way 
that  we  will  be  better  equipped  to 
reach  individuals  for  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“To  this  end  we  dedicate  ourselves, 
and  we  urge  full  cooperation  by  all 
Southern  Baptists  to  this  end. 

“As  problems  are  resolved,  unity 
will  return  and  we  will  see  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  purposes  for 
which  we  were  created,  namely  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism  based  upon 
thorough  biblical  training  and  the 
equipping  of  the  saints  for  the 
ministry  to  which  they  are  called.” 

In  their  statement,  Pressler  and 
Patterson  note  they  “greet  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  the  statement  of  the 


seminary  presidents  in  Glorieta  and 
appreciate  their  recognition  that 
there  is  ‘legitimate  concern’  about  the 
seminaries  and  that  the  teaching  of 
inerrancy  has  not  been  given  ‘a  fair 
shake’  in  the  schools.” 

“We  support  them  in  their  pledge  to 
work  to  rectify  these  problems  and 
stand  ready  to  be  of  assistance  in.im- 
plementing  this  declaration.  We 
regret  that  for  many  years  these  facts 
were  denied,  but  we  are  grateful  that 
they  have  now  been  acknowledged.” 

In  the  section  affirming  support  for 
the  Cooperative  Program,  Pressler 
and  Patterson  note  they  are  “distress¬ 
ed  that  some  of  those  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  life  who  have  raised  the  loudest 
hue  and  cry  against  a  societal  ap¬ 
proach  have  now  seemingly  embrac¬ 
ed  it  by  actions  such  as  the  Virginia 
Convention  designating  funds  for  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs.” 

The  statement  refers  to  action  taken 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist 
General  Association  of  Virginia  which 
specified  Cooperative  Program  funds 
up  to  $75,000  would  be  sent  directly  to 
the  BJCPA,  in  the  event  that  organiza¬ 
tion  is  defunded  by  the  SBC  in  1987. 

The  statement  also  says  efforts  to 
oppose  incumbent  officers  for  re- 
election  have  “been  harmful  and 
polarizing.  Never  has  opposition  to  in¬ 
cumbent  officers  who  are  eligible  for 
re-election  .  .  .  come  from  conser¬ 
vatives.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  toward  peaceful  conven¬ 
tions  and  urge  all  others  to  unite 
behind  those  who  are  eligible  for  re- 
election  and  to  support  the  reports 
and  recommendations  of  the  commit¬ 
tees  which  have  been  dulyxonstituted 
and  accepted  by  our  convention,”  it 
says. 

He  also  notes  the  writers  “are 
grateful  that  we  have  a 
system  . . .  wherein  our  people  can 
correct  the  course  of  our  cooperative 
endeavors  when  the  direction  of  our 
efforts  need  correction.”  It  also  notes 
gratefulness  at  being  a  denomination 
“which  recognizes  the  priesthood  of 
all  believers  and  allows  oversight  of 
all  denominational  institutions  by  the 
people  ...” 

In  reference  to  terminology 
Pressler  and  Patterson  say  they  “re¬ 
ject  the  harmful  and  misleading 
phraseology  of  ‘fundamentalist- 
conservative’  and  ‘moderate  conser¬ 
vative,’  ”  and  urges  they  “should  be 
replaced  by  the  more  accurate  and 
less  volatile  ‘conservative’  and 
‘moderate.’ 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 


Mrs.  R.  A.  Langley,  pastor’s  widow,  dies  at  92 


Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Nora  M. 
Langley,  92,  were  held  at  11  a.m.,  Jan. 
19,  from  Fellowship  Baptist  Church, 
Mendenhall.  TYoy  Land  officiated  and 
Glen  Floyd  sang,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Linda  Beard. 

Mrs.  Langley  died  Jan.  18  at  the 
Simpson  County  Hospital  in 
Mendenhall,  following  an  extended  ill¬ 
ness.  A  housewife,  and  widow  of  the 


late  Robin  Adair  Langley,  a  pastor,  she 
had  lived  in  the  Mendenhall  Nursing 
Home  for  10  years,  and  Clinton  Manor 
for  a  number  of  years.  She  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Hinds  and  Simpson 
Counties. 

She  was  bom  in  Greensboro,  AJa.,  on 
Mach  13,  1894  She  was  a  great  in¬ 
fluence  in  Pie  birth  of  the  Sunbeams 
in  Mississippi. 


Her  late  husband.  R.  A.  Langley, 
served  these  churches  in  Mississippi: 
Salem,  Learned;  Bethesda,  "terry; 
Darlove;  and  Union  Church,  Union.  He 
helped  establish  Fellowship  Church, 
Mendenhall,  and  also  did  some 
teaching. 

Survivors  include  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Hattie  Hunt,  Mendenhall  Nursing 
Home 


Thursday,  February  12,  1987 


Intensive  care 

Drugs  are  just  as  deadly 
as  a  loaded  gun. 

Don't  take  chances 
with  your  life 


An  excerpt  from  a  letter  received: 


“I’ve  been  taking  nerve  tablets  and 
antidepressants,  and  now  sleeping 
pills.  As  of  this  writing  I  am  still  very 
anxious  and  depressed.  I  seem  to  be 
getting  worse  by  the  day,  and  I  don’t 
know  where  to  turn  for  help  ...  I  am 
in  very  bad  financial  condition  and 
my  insurance  will  not  cover  any  men¬ 
tal  disorders  .  .  .” 

Reply: 

You  may  suppose  that  your  in¬ 
surance  would  not  help  you.  This 
possibility  should  not  prevent  you 
from  exploring  the  options  for 
recovery.  You  cannot  lose  by  inquri- 
ing,  but  you  may  gain  information 
that  will  really  help  you. 

As  you  describe  your  present  con¬ 
dition,  your  drug  usage  has  gone  on 
for  many  years,  accompanied  by  an 
anxious  state  of  mind,  and  a  worsen¬ 
ing  situation  generally.  It  may  seem 
hard  to  realize  at  this  time,  but  there 
are  people  who  do  understand  how 
you  feel  and  from  whom  you  may  gain 
much  needed  support. 

Most  important  of  all  is  the  truth 
that  God  himself  cares,  and  his 
strength  is  present  in  your  every  hour 
of  distress.  God  also  works  through 
people,  especially  those  to  whom  you 


turn,  or  who  through  God’s  guidance 
will  find  you.  Hope  itself  is  God’s  gift, 
one  that  you  nor  I  can  do  without  for 
very  long. 

Let  me  urge  you  to  make  several 
contacts  with  people  who  can  tell  you 
specifically  what  you  may  do  and  also 
what  direct  help  they  can  offer.  In  all 
probability,  there  is  drug  rehabilita¬ 
tion  program  in  your  area.  The  inpa¬ 
tient  programs  use  comprehensive 
approaches  that  take  into  considera- 
ti5n  all  significant  areas  of  life’  — 
physical,  emotional,  intellectual,  and 
spiritual.  The  outpatient  programs, 
which  you  may  choose,  are  effective 
and  convenient. 

I  suggest  that  you  call  the  toll  free 
number  at  the  Chemical  Dependency 
Center,  1-800-962-6868.  The  Mental 
Health  Center  or  the  Department  of 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  in  your  area 
may  give  assistance. 

• 

Questions  addressed  to  Intensive 
Care  are  forwarded  to  Chaplain  Joe 
Stovall  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  and  are  handled  in 
consultation  with  the  staff  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Chemical 
Dependency  Center.  Inquiries  should 
be  addressed  to  Intensive  Care,  Bap¬ 
tist  Record.  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205. 


The  test  of  a  man’s  religion  is  his  To  educate  a  man  in  mind  and  not 
week-day  behavior.  in  morals  is  to  educate  a  menace  to 

The  only  real  way  to  prepare  to  society-  ~  Theod°re  Roosevelt 
meet  thy  God  is  to  live  with  Him  dai-  Nothing  lies  beyond  the  reach  of 
ly  so  that  to  meet  Him  will  be  nothing  prayer  except  that  which  lies  outside 
strange.  the  will  of  God. 


PEOPLE  MOVERS  10  to  35  PASSENGER  BUILT  TO  FIT  YOUR  NEEDS 

SOUTHEASTERN  BUS  SALES  CO. 

203  Hester  Street  Clinton,  MS  39056 

Tel.  (601)  924-1983 
Call  collect  tor  additional  information 


Custom  features,  such  as  televi¬ 
sion  sets  or  sound  systems  can 
be  included  easily  in  your  EMC 
vehicles  Tinted  side  windows, 
providing  excellent  visibility 
while  reducing  glare  and  heat 
transmission,  are  standard 
equipment 


A  CHRISTIAN  SPORTS  CAMP 

(Grades  4-8) 


•Oklahoma  Baptist 
University 

•Baylor  University 
•Louisiana 

.“■p,  m 

•Mississippi 
College 


Ouachita  Baptist 
University 
Mercer  University 
Wake  Forest 
University 
Carson-Newman 
Colege 


For  promotional  video  and  brochures,  cal  or  write: 
Church  Recreation  Department 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
NaUwth,  TN  37234 
(615)251-2711 
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Pearl  River  people  treat  patients, 
build  chapel  in  Tela,  Honduras 


of  the  Mississippi  Association  on  medical-dental-optical-evangel-  dinated  the  general  medicine  group;  Churches  of  Eupora  and  Bay  Springs, 

Children  Under  Six  Mrs.  Barber  has  ^  and  a  co^tiw  group  David  Sneed  of  Eupora,  the  dental;  Edgewater  East  Church  in  New 

been  a  member  of  MACUS  for  14  by  the  Pearl  River  Baptist  Ron  Mozingo  of  PoplarviUe,  the  op-  Orleans^he  CU>C  Club  of  p0Plarvl‘^. 

years  and  has  served  as  president.  erhood  has  returned  to  the  tical;  and  Patrick  Brunson  of  New  High  School;  Mrs.  Virginia  Love,  and 

For  the  past  six  years  she  has  been  the  States  afteI.  spending  Jan.  18-25  in  Orleans,  the  pharmacy.  Joe  Lovelady  Miss  Anne  Dandndge,  Pear  River 
affiliate  representative  on  the  Honduras  in  the  area  of  i^ia  aD(j  El  of  New  Orleans  and  Bill  Stewart  of  Drug  Store,  all  of  Poplar-ville  the 
Southeast  Association  on  Children  prQgresso  treating  patients  and  Eupora  were  the  evangelists,  and  team  members  and  others.  The  fami- 

UnderSix.  building  a  small-chapel.  were  assisted  by  local  pastors.  Robin  ly  of  the  late  J.  B ;.  Davis 

For  the  past  13  years  she  has  been  —6  he)d  ^  d  of  Wa  Moody  singei.(  served  with  the  Pascagoula,  formerly  of  PoplarviUe 

at  Mississippi  College  as  an  instruc-  ^  vi]]ages  ^  ^  upper  moun.  evangelism  team.  Serving  with  the  donated  equipment  and  supplies^  A 

tainous  area  outside  Ttela.  general  medicine  team  were:  Michael  Lincoln  County  Baptist  donated  a 

Honduras,  just  north  of  war-torn  Albert  of  Jackson,  Cindy  Brunson  of  large  sum  toward  construction  of  the 
Nicaragua,  has  a  population  of  2.5  New  Orleans,  Tony  Finn  of  Jackson,  chapel. 

million  It  is  the  second  poorest  nation  Martha  Hadley  of  Bay  Springs,  Bob-  Stanley  and  Glenda  Stamps,  mis- 
economically  in  this  hemisphere.  bye  Hendrix  of  Bogalusa,  La.,  Linda  sionaries  serving  in  Honduras,  made 
The  construction  group  built  a  Mitchell  and  Ann  Stringer  of  Poplar-  arrangements  for  the  tnp  and 
small  Baptist  chapel  called  Mount  ville,  Robin  StringfeUow  of  Louisville,  assisted  in  its  operation.  Naptali  Her- 
Calvary  Church  measuring  35  feet  by  and  Debbie  White  of  Eupora.  Frances  nandez,  a  Honduran  school  teacher 
45  feet  on  East  Main  Street  in  El  Pro-  Crawford,  missionary  nurse  in  Hon-  has  been  trained  by  Stamps  to  direct 
gresso.  The  church'  is  in  a  populous  duras,  saw  patients  as  a  nurse  prac-  medical  groups  and  gave  direction  in 
area  which  has  five  housing  titioner.  Serving  in  the  dental  group  the  group’s  operation, 
developments.  Plans  for  a  Vacation  were:  Anthony  Presley  of  Florence, 

Bible  School  were  made  for  the  week  Dan  Crawford  of  Knoxville,  Tterm., 
following  completion.  Kathleen  Estes  of  Tazewell,  Ttenn., 

Pearl  River  Countians  helping  in  Ann  Sneed  and  Beth  Snyder  of  A  / 

the  construction  were:  Coordinator  Eupora,  and  Mary  Witthauer  of 


Vance  Dyess,  former  pastor,  will 
bring  the  morning  message,  Feb.'  15, 
at  Calvary  Church,  Braxton.  This  is 
in  preparation  for  the  spring  revival, 
March  8-11.  Henry  Bennett  is  pastor. 


Johnny  Beaver  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  by  Steele  Church,  Forest, 

Jan.  4.  The  charge  was  given  to 

,  Beaver  by  Tony  tor  and  director  of  the  laboratory 

Henry,  former  pas-  school  in  the  Department  of  Home 
Economics.  She  is  an  approved 


tor.  The  charge  to 
the  church  was 
given  by  Tom  Fox, 
pastor. 

Beaver,  17,  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mickey  Beaver.  A 
senior 


_  _  __  at  Scott 

Beaver  Central  High 
School,  he  plans  to  attend  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  after  graduation. 

He  is  serving  as  interim  pastor  of 
Liberty  Church,  Scott  Association. 


Betty  Barber  of  Clinton  has  receiv¬ 
ed  the  1986  MACUS  award,  the  highest 
award  bestowed  by  the  900  members 


McLain 


1st,  Yazoo  City,  constructing 
hew  education  building 


Carl  Myers  of  PoplarviUe,  who  is  there  were  367  faith  decisions.  2,022 
head  of  the  county’s  Baptist  general  medicine  patients,  350  dental 
Brotherhood,  coordinated  all  the  patients  with  863  extractions,  431  op- 
tain.  and  Kathryn  Barfield.  The  late  ministering  groups  with  the  help  of  tometry  patients,  and  over  6,000 
Owen  Cooper  was  serving  as  a  com-  Ken  Rhodes,  associational  missions  prescriptions, 
mittee  member  at  the  time  of  his  director.  The  trip  was  financed  by  churches 

death.  W.  F.  Stringer,  PoplarviUe,  coor-  in  the  Pearl  River  Association,  First 

The  building  will  contain  offices  on  , 

the  fust  level  for  all  the  staff  including  C  /  / /  /  Z / 

the  pastor,  James  F.  Yates,  the  - 

minister  of  education  and  admuustra-  r/l'  A 

tion,  Cortez  Hutchinson;  and  the  ^ 

associate  minister  of  pastoral  care,  ^  KuJcke  has  recently  begun  Pat  Nowell,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Ralph  Calcote.  The  second  level  will  hig  ministry  at  Colonial  Heights  Tunica,  has  been  called  to  the 

provide  additional  Sunday  School  Church  as  minister  of  music.  Kulcke  pastorate  of  First  Church,  Soso. 

previously  served  First  Church,  Marks,  has  called  Ken 
Summer  Grove  Massey  of  Dallas,  Tbxas,  as  pastor. 

Church,  Shreve-  Woody  D.  Rimes  is  the  new  pastor 
port,  La.,  and  of  the  Zion  Hill  Church  near  Liberty. 

■  Hh  flP'  W  Northwest  Memor-  He  moved  from  the  Trinity  Church, 

»  .  f  iai  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  where  he  was 

Houston,  Tex.  associate  pastor.  Rimes  and  his  wife, 

Kulcke  is  a  grad-  Julie,  have  two  children.  Spencer,  4, 
uate  of  Northeast  and  Cheslee,  2.  He  is  studying  at  New 

■  ^  Louisiana  Univer-  Orleans  Seminary. 

Kulcke  sity  and  attended  Education  commences  at  the 

Southwestern  Seminary  He  and  his  mother’s  knee,  and  every  word  spoken 
wife,  Thvie,  have  two  daughters  and  in  the  hearing  of  little  children  tends 
two  grandchildren.  toward  the  formation  of  character.  — 

J.  Gerald  Harris,  pastor.  Ballou 


Carpets,  furniture,  pew  cushions  and 
drapery  cleaned  on  premises  by  in¬ 
sured  professionals. 

Fcibri-coate  also  available. 

EDWARDS  CARPET,  DRAPERY 
AND  FURNITURE  CLEANING 

Jackson,  MS  601982-4867  4801  N  Stale  St 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 


Van  Hinkle 
(Ujurclj 
Jurrtialjtng*  Sc 
Ppui  Vpljolfitcry 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design— Construction  Managemer 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Boa  10SC  —  Greenwood.  Mlee.  SN30 


Pleasant  Ridge  women  quilt 
for  world  missions  projects 

The  retired  women  of  Pleasant  “cheap.”  Last  year  they  quilted  57 
Ridge  Church  (Chickasaw)  con-  quilts. 

tributed  $417  to  Annie  Armstrong,  5300  “These  ladies  suggest  that  other 


BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 

Litmus  test  of  Christian  relationships:  can  you  forgive? 


By  Charles  Wesley 
John  15:18-21;  26-27;  16:7-15 
Don’t  let  anyone  fool  you.  The  Christian 
lifestyle  is  not  a  life  of  ease.  There  will  be  plenty 
of  circumstances  that  will  test  the  Christian’s 
faith.  The  Christian  can  ex¬ 
pect  opposition  and  hatred 
from  the  world.  This  is 
because  the  lifestyle  of  the 
Christian  is  in  opposition  to 
the  lifestyle  of  the  person 
living  according  to  the 
world’s  standards.  The  word 
“world”  in  this  passage  of 
Scripture  speaks  of  that 
system  which  is  in  rebellion 
world  system  opposed  and 
persecuted  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  then  the 
followers  of  Christ  can  expect  the  same  treat¬ 
ment  from  the  world.  Simply  put,  the  reason 
for  the  world  persecuting  the  Christian  is  that 
the  world  does  not  know  and  recognize  Jesus 
Christ  as  being  the  Savior. 


to 


Wesley 
God.  If  the 


BIBLE  BOOK 

However,  the  Christian  is  not  left  alone  to  bat¬ 
tle  the  world.  The  Holy  Spirit  will  be  present 
with  the  believer  to  help  him  live  the  Christian 
lifestyle.  In  this  lesson  Jesus  points  out  three 
of  the  works  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

First,  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  to  bear  witness 
of  Jesus  Christ  (John  15:26-27).  We  need  to  be 
aware  that  there  are  several  names  used  for  the 
Holy  Spirit.  In  John  14:26,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  call¬ 
ed  the  “Comforter”  (“Helper”)  and  the  “Spirit 
of  truth  ”  Jesus  said  of  himself  that  he  is  the 
truth  (John  14:6).  Thus,  we  are  able  to  see  the 
unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  Jesus  Christ.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  Jesus  exp^ins  that  the  Spirit  of  truth 
comes  from  the  Father.  Likewise,  we  can  see 
the  unity  of  . the  Holy  Spirit  with  God.  Even 
though  the  word  “trinity"  is  not  used  in  the  New 
Testament,  there  are  many  verses  where  the 
oneness  of  God,  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  observed. 


One  of  the  purposes  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to 
bear  witness  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  always  been  in  the  world,  since  he  is  God. 
However,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  now  coming  with  a 
new  emphasis  to  equip  the  Christian  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  gospel.  Acts  1:8  declares,  "but  you 
shall  receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
come  upon  you  and  you  shall  be  my. 
witnesses  .  ..” 

Second,  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  to  convict  the 
world  (John  16:7-11).  The  Holy  Spirit  has  a 
ministry  not  only  to  the  believer,  but  also  to  the 
unbelieving  world.  "And  he,  when  he  comes,  will 
convict  the  world  concerning  sin,  and 
righteousness,  and  judgment"  (John  16:8, 
NASB).  The  Holy  Spirit  will  expose  the  sin  of 
unbelief  in  Jesus  Christ.  In  addition,  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  expose  and  convict  man’s  futile  at¬ 
tempts  to  achieve  righteousness  apart  from 
belief  in  Jesus  Christ.  Also,  the  Holy  Spirit 
renders  a  complete  judgment  on  the  ruler  of 
this  world  and  those  who  serve  him. 

Third,  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  to  guide  the 


believer  (John  16:12-15).  There  were  many 
other  things  Jesus  desired  to  teach  his  disciples, 
but  they  were  not  yet  able  to  understand  those 
truths.  Therefore,  Jesus  told  his  disciples  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  function  as  a  guide  or  in¬ 
structor  to  them.  They  were  to  receive  the  in¬ 
struction  given  to  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
instruction  coming  from  God.  The  Holy  Spirit 
guides  the  believer  in  understanding  the 
redemptive  work  of  God  through  history. 

The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  glorify  Jesus 
Christ.  Therefore,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  not  bear 
witness  of  himself.  We  should  be  careful  not  to 
develop  a  belief  that  exalts  the  Holy  Spirit 
above  Jesus  Christ.  Rather,  we  are  to  allow  the. 
Holy  Spirit  to  control  our  lives,  so  we  will  bring 
glory  to  Jesus  Christ.  Furthermore,  as  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  empowers  us.  we  will  be  able  to  con¬ 
front  a  hostile  world  with  the  good  news  that 
God  has  provided  for  man’s  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ. 

Charles  Wesley  is  pastor.  Morrison  Chapel 
Church.  Cleveland. 


Jesus  points  out  three  of  the  works  of  the  Holy  Spirit 


By  Robert  M.  Hanvey 
Coiossians  2:5-21  — 

I  suppose  it  is  in  the  home  that  the  relation¬ 
ships  are  tested,  are  well-defined,  and  have  an 
opportunity  to  either  grow  or  to  dissipate.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  home 
is  the  real  testing  ground  of 
our  faith  and  the  expression 
of  our  faith  with  others.  I  am 
not  so  naive  as  to  think  that 
the  world  is  not  a  testing 
ground  for  us  in  terms  of 
i relationships,  but  I  do 
believe  that  the  home  is  the 
^■1  place  where  we  are  tested 
Hanvey  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  place. 

In  the  context  of  our  focal  passage  for  this 
week,  I  believe  we  come  to  a  realization  of  what 
the  home  is  all  about.  If  we  have  received  Jesus 
Christ  into  our  lives  as  Lord  and  Savior  of  life, 
then  relationships  must  be  Christian.  We  must 
give  expression  of  our  love  for  Jesus  first  to 
him,  and  then  to  others.  As  we  look  at  the  Col- 


UNIFORM 


ossians  material,  we  would  understand  that  we 
are  to  deal  with  self  first  before  we  can  deal  pro¬ 
perly  with  other  people.  We  must  have  in  us  the 
putting  to  death  of  sin,  difficulty,  and  wrong  at¬ 
titudes.  We  are  then  able  to  deal  with  ourselves 
and  with  others  in  the  Christian  context. 

The  new  life  in  Christ  calls  for  a  transforma¬ 
tion  of  one's  life  and  one’s  relationships.  We 
would  desire  to  refrain  from  actions  that  are 
against  the  teachings  of  God,  that  are  against 
Christian  action  and  that  are  against  Christian 
attitudes.  We  must  refrain  from  dealing  with 
-^people  outside  Christian  context.  We  are,  as 
Chfisttafrpeeifle,  in  our  homes  and  in  our  rela¬ 
tionships  with  others  to  practice  compassion, 
the  real  caring  ministry  for  other  people.  We 
are  to  practice  kindness,  being  sweet,  gentle, 
and  considerate  of  others.  We  are  to  practice 
humility;  the  loss  of  pride,  the  killing  of  pride 
in  ourselves  and  humbling  ourselves  to  be  a 


minister  in  the  relationship.  We  are  to  practice 
patience.  Long-suffering  and  patience  are 
necessary  in  the  relationship  with  others. 
Forgiveness  —  perhaps  this  is  the  most  difficult 
area  either  in  relationships  outside  the  home, 
in  the  world,  or  in  the  home.  To  practice 
forgiveness  means  that  I  must  forgive  myself 
as  well  as  forgiving  others.  It  means  that  when 
I  forgive  others,  God  forgives  me.  Perhaps  the 
litmus  test  of  our  relationship  with  Jesus  is 
whether  we  are  willing  to  forgive  others. 

As  adults  we  can  find  help  for  relating 
positively  to  people  as  we  work  through  this 
lesson.  We  understand  that  we  begin  with  self 
in  order  to  be  able  to  deal  with  others  on  a  pro¬ 
per  Christian  plane.  If  one’s  personal  life  is  not 
what  it  ought  tQ  be,  then  one’s  relationship  with 
others  will  not  be  what  it  ought  to  be.  People 
who  find  themselves  in  the  home  together,  lov¬ 
ing,  sharing  as  married  couples  and  families, 
desire  to  express  the  right  relationship  one  to 
the  other.  For  instance,  wives  submit,  or  yield 
to  or  find  themselves  in  agreement  with  the 
husband,  and  likewise  the  husband  with  the 


wife.  The  husband  is  to  love  the  wife  as  Jesus 
loves  the  church.  In  the  home  environment,  in 
the  family,  children  are  to  be  obedient  to  the 
parents.  They  are  to  yield  to  and  respect  the 
parents.  Of  course,  all  of  these  relationships  in 
the  home  are  predicated  upon  love.  That  love 
is  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  and  the 
Master  of  life.  That  kind  of  love  relationship 
must  permeate  not  only  the  home  and  its  rela¬ 
tionships.  but  the  relationships  outside  the 
home,  in  the  world  and,  consequently,  in  God’s 
family,  too. 

W’e  are  concerned  today  that  we  give  the  pro¬ 
per  Christian  expression  to  relationships  with 
others.  They  are  not  to  be  confusing  and 
negative.  They  are  to  be  positive.  As  we  are  able 
to  control  self,  so  will  we  be  able  to  work  with 
and  respond  positively  to  people  whom  we  love. 
May  God  help  us  to  render  proper  regard  for 
and  work  in  our  relationships  in  the  home,  in 
the  church,  in  the  workplace,  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  in  the  world. 

Robert  Hanvey  is  pastor.  First,  Hazlehurst. 


The  cross  of  Jesus  —  clearly  the  way  of  self-denial 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 
Luke  9:23-26,  57-62 

A  fast  food  restaurant  says,  “Have  it  your 
way.”  A  feminist  organization  says  that  women 
have  the  right  to  choose  concerning  their  body, 
even  to  the  point  of  aborting 
the  pre-born  baby.  A  credit 
card  company  urges  people 
not  to  put  if  off  until  tomor¬ 
row  what  they  can  have  to¬ 
day.  Humanists  mock  the 
Judeo-Christian  ethic  and 
moral  standards  which 
teach  sexual  abstinence 
before  marriage.  Radio  and 
Barber  television  have  developed  an 
industry  around  that  likeable,  yet  competitive, 
character  called  “the  Consumer.”  Numerous 
other  industries  spring  up  to  help  people  with 
their  leisure  time.  Then  thundering  across  the 
centuries,  Jesus  rains  on  our  self-centeredness. 
He  said,  “If  anyone  wishes  to  come,  after  me, 
let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  dai¬ 
ly,  and  follow  Me.” 

To  deny  yourself  means  that  you  have  to 
forget  yourself.  It  means  that  you  have  to  live 
as  though  you  do  not  exist.  Even  clearer. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

however,  it  means  that  you  have  to  live  as  if  you 
were  dead  . . .  dead  to  self!  Only  then  can 
Christ  live  his  life  in  and  through  you.  But  that 
which  Jesus  demands  of  his  followers,  denial, 
is  simply  foreign  to  people  in  our  day.  It  was 
also  foreign  to  people  in  Jesus’  day  but  only  in 
a  different  way.  No  one  desires  to  deny  self.  The 
natural  tendency  is  to  declare  our  own  impor¬ 
tance.  We  soon  come  to  understand  that  follow¬ 
ing  Jesus  can  be  a  costly  venture. 

The  cross  of  Jesus  was  clearly  the  way  of  self- 
denial.  Jesus  "emptied  himself,  taking  the  form 
of  a  bondservant,  and  being  made  in  the 
likeness  of  men.  And  being  found  in  appearance 
as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself  by  becoming 
obedient  to  the  point  of  death,  even  death  on  a 
cross"  (Philippians  2:7,  8).  When  Jesus  said 
that  his  followers  must  take  up  their  cross  dai¬ 
ly,  he  was  calling  them  to  a  life  of  self-denial, 
humility,  and  obedience.  The  disciple  was  to 
daily  surrender  his  will  to  the  Will  of  God. 

In  this  Roman  occupied  country  where 
crucifixion  was  not  uncommon,  the  image  of 


taking  up  one’s  own  cross  was  clearly 
understood.  Criminals  were  forced  to  carry 
their  own  cross  to  the  place  of  execution.  On  the 
way  to  death,  there  was  humiliation  and  suffer¬ 
ing.  Jesus  indicates  that  his  disciples  must 
disavow  self  to  the  point  of  willingly  taking  up 
their  cross  every  day. 

Paul  would  later  refer  to  this  pattern  of  life 
as  “a  living  sacrifice"  (Romans  12:1).  Such 
sacrificial  living  involves  the  discovery  that 
one’s  true  and  best  self  depends  upon  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  give  one’s  life  to  Jesus.  In  this  kind 
of  offering,  life  is  not  consumed  as  one  might 
expect;  it  is  secured.  On  the  other  hand,  a  man 
can  lose  his  life  trying  to  perserve  it. 

In  verses  57-62  Jesus  instructs  three  would- 
be  disciples  concerning  the  cost  of  discipleship. 
Matthew  tells  us  that  the  first  would-be  disci¬ 
ple  was  a  scribe  (Matt.  8:19).  He  said  that  he 
would  follow  Jesus  wherever  he  went.  This 
volunteer  did  not  realize  that  Jesus  was  on  his 
way  to  Jerusalem  and  the  cross.  Jesus  wanted 
the  man  to  know  that  the  consequence  for  the 
disciple  could  be  no  less  than  the  one  he 
followed. 

The  second-would-be  disciple  was  not  a 
volunteer.  He  was  called  by  Jesus.  His  response 


indicated  that  he  first  wanted  to  discharge  some 
family  responsibilies.  But  Jesus  told  him  that 
the  demands  of  the  Kingdom  are  more  urgent 
than  that.  People  without  any  spiritual  insight 
can  perform  the  kind  of  duties  to  which  the  se¬ 
cond  would-be  disciple  has  referred.  Let  the 
dead  take  care  of  those  things.  However,  let 
those  t  few  in  comparison )  who  are  sensitive  to 
the  Lordship  of  Jesus  “go  and  proclaim 
everywhere  the  Kingdom  of  God”  (v.  60).  Jesus 
was  not  teaching  that  we  are  to  ignore  family 
responsibilities.  He  was  teaching  that  even 
family  responsibilities  do  not  take  priority  over 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

The  third  would-be  disciple  was  a  volunteer, 
also.  His  request  to  permit  him  to  say  good-bye 
to  those  at  home  seems  reasonable  enough. 
Jesus,  however,  knows  the  volunteer's  heart  and 
detects  a  reluctance  to  move  forward  with  his 
commitment.  Jesus  reminds  him  that  he  must 
keep  his  eye  on  the  goal  if  he  is  to  plow  the 
straight  furrow  and  be  fit  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  Those  who  look  back  hinder  the  task. 
Following  Jesus  calls  for  singleness  of  pur¬ 
pose  ...  no  turning  back,  i 

Barber  is  pastor.  First,  Bay  St.  I>ouis. 
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These  Small  Amounts 
Help  in  Missions 


Spanish  church  planter 
yearns  for  co-workers 


$1  will  provide  a  nutritious 
meal  for  a  child  in  an 
inner-city  center. 

$30  will  provide  three  days 

food  assistance  for  a 
needy  family. 


By  Linda  A.  Fisher 


BILBAO,  Spain  (BP)  —  If  churches  dance  there  was  only  11  people.  stands  at  30  to  40  adults,  and  15  are 
were  as  easy  to  plant  as  trees,  Julio  The  home  missionary  began  work  enrolled  in  midweek  Bible  study.  A 
Diaz  might  have  produced  a  forest,  in  nearby  Bermeo  after  an  interview  number  of  them  travel  to  the  Baptist 
‘There  is  a  family  in  Guernica,  a  on  a  radio  station  serving  the  region,  mission  in  Bilbao  for  Sunday  worship, 
solid  Baptist  family,”  the  Spanish  An  evangelical  husband  and  wife  who  carrying  sack  lunches  so  they  can 
Baptist  Union  home  missionary  says,  were  moving  from  the  small  fishing  stay  for  the  evening  service. 

“If  we  just  had  someone  to  go  there  village  telephoned  Diaz  to  ask  him  to  Diaz’s  work  extends  still  further.  Tb 
and  start  a  church.  maintain  contact  with  a  teen-age  girl  many  young  adults  in  his  congrega- 

“And  in  Orduna,  I  have  150  prospect  they  had  befriended.  Diaz’s  visits  led  tions,  he  provides  counsel  as  they  or 
cards,”  names  generated  by  the  to  a  home  Bible  study,  and  the  girl’s  their  peers  deal  with  staggering 
union’s  Bible  correspondence  course,  sister  and  brother  later  accepted  unemployment  in  the  region,  political 
“I  can’t  begin  to  reach  them  myself,”  Christ  as  their  personal  savior.  unrest,  and  drug  abuse.  Diaz  i6  presi- 

Diaz  says,  “but  I  am  trying  to  keep  the  Another  contact  in  Bermeo  was  dent  of  the  region’s  Baptist  associa- 
door  open  for  future  contacts  by  sen-  with  a  paraplegic  who  signed  up  for  tion,  and  he  makes  a  two-hour  bus  trip 
ding  Christmas  cards  to  each  of  them  the  convention’s  Bible  correspondence  once  a  month  to  preach  at  a  church 
every  year.”  course  after  his  aunt,  a  Catholic  nun,  which  hasn’t  had  a  pastor  for  two 

Diaz,  however,  has  been  investing  gave  him  an  enrollment  card.  Diaz  years, 
his  life  in  the  towns  of  Bilbao  and  added  the  boy’s  family  to  his  weekly  He  also  has  been  responsive  to 
Bermeo,  in  the  Basque  region  along  visitation  rounds,  and  the  lad  and  his  employees  of  several  American  firms 
Spain’s  northern  coast.  It’s  an  area  sister  responded  with  decisions  for  with  operations  in  Bilbao  who  want 
where  the  Basque  separatist  group  Christ.  When  the  paraplegic  died,  English-language  worship  services. 
ETA  has  made  news  with  terrorist  Diaz  conducted  the  area’s  first  Twice  a  month  such  services  are  held 
activities.  evangelical  funeral.  at  the  mission.  “Many  churches  in  the 

Diaz  and  the  mission  at  Bilbao  have,  Diaz  began  Saturday  worship  ser-  United  States  offer  their  facilities  to 
witnessed  not  a  terrorist  explosion  but  vices  in  a  small  storefront  in  May  the  Spanish-speaking  in  their  com¬ 
an  evangelistic  one.  They’ve  baptized  1983.  munities,”  Diaz  says.  “Here  we  have 

a  record  10  new  believers  so  far  this'  After  the  building  was  destroyed  by  the  opportunity  to  return  that  favor.” 
year.  Diaz  has  been  the  mission’s  a  flood,  the  mission  moved  to  the  local  Linda  Fisher  is  a  Southern  Baptist 
pastor  since  1976,  when  average  atten-  community  center.  Attendance  now  missionary  in  Spain. 


$100  will  pay  the  utility  bill  for 
a  month  at  a  Baptist 
center. 


underprivileged  children 
to  summer  camp. 

$300  will  rent  a  building  for  a 

congregation  to  meet  in 
on  Sundays  for  a 
month. 


$50  will  buy  a  crib  for  the 
nursery  of  a  mission 
church. 


$56  will  provide  a  tape  of 
hymns  to  accompany  a 
language  congregation 
unable  to  find  a  pianist. 

$10  will  provide  a  chair  for  a 
new  mission  church. 


$125  will  help  provide  a 


revival  preacher  for  a 
struggling  church. 


Christian  chosen  China’s  Woman  of  Year 


$15  will  provide  a  basketball 

for  recreation  in  an 
inner-city  center. 


BEIJING,  China  (BP)  —  Xiu  Rui-  Foreign  ties  of  any  sort  also  were 
Juan,  a  Christian  and  a  world-known  considered  highly  suspect  at  the  time, 
scientist  and  physician,  has  been  Xiu  and  her  family  had  been  close  to 
named  “Woman  of  the  Year”  for  the  the  Swedish  Baptist  missionaries  who 
last  three  years  by  the  government  of  formerly  worked  in  Zhucheng.  where 
China.  she  grew  up.  Xiu  still  calls  missionary 

Xiu,  a  specialist  in  microcirculation  Matilda  Persson  her  “second  mother, 
systems,  has  received  wide  notice  for  f*ersson  ran  an  orphanage  and  work- 
her  research  into  diabetes  and  heart  ^  as  a  midwife  in  Zhucheng  from  the 
disease.  Chinese  radio,  television,  and  early  years  of  ***  century  until  1947. 
periodicals  present  her  as  an  exam-  -  Like  many  professionals,  Xiu  was 
pie  for  everyone  in  the  country.  separated  from  her  family  and 
A  .  banished  to  the  countryside  for 

The  honorsreflect  an  amazing  turn-  severai  years  during  the  Cultural 
around  for  the  50-year-old  Xiu,  vice  Revolution  She  worked  as  a  farm 
president  of  the  Chinese  Academy  of  ,aborer  and  later  _  when  her  train. 
Medical  Science  in  Beijmg  and  head  .  as  a  physician  was  discovered  _ 
of  its  Microcirculation  Research  _ . _ , _ . ... _ . 

Center.  In  the  hall  where  she  now  lec-  .  r  f,a  . are  °° 

.  .  .  .  „.  .  . ,  doctor.  Her  father  suffered  severe 

tures  students  Xiu  was  once  forced  to  utl0n  Her  husband  djed  dun 

pnnnrp  rirlisnilo  ann  ohnco  . 


$120  will  buy  hymnals  for 
struggling  mission 
church. 


$100  will  help  provide  the 

basic  staples  for  refugees 
waiting  to  be  resettled. 


persecuted  religious  people,  intellec-  modernize,  Xiu  and  other  highly  me,  and  I  can  also  freely  witness  to  total  number  to  48  Two  Southern  Bap- 
tuals,  and  the  well-educated,  among  trained  victims  of  the  purge  were  my  faith  which  has  carried  me  tist  missionary  couples  are  working 
many  others.  Xiu  fitted  into  all  three  “rehabilitated”  and  asked  to  join  the  through  the  years.  I  thank  God  for  with  Martinique  Baptists, 
categories.  march  toward  progress.  She  rejoined  Matilda.” 

Baptist  agency  pioneer  views  role  of  education 

By  Lonnie  Wilkey  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Christian  college  is  its  majority  of  ministrators  who  are  able  to  manage 

ATLANTA  ( BP)  —  A  Southern  Bap-  Southern  Baptist  Colleges  and  Schools  Christian  students  who  are  responsive  things  in  the  face  of  many  problems, 
tist  educational  pioneer  insisted  the  here.  to  the  influence  of  the  special  climate 

most  important  role  of  Baptist  col-  Cornett  noted  that  young  people  like  it  offers  and  are  capable  to  con-  .  .The  mirac,e  ls  that  the  uncertain, 

leges  is  strengthening  the  commit-  to  “go  along  with  the  group ”  From  his  tribuUng  to  that  climate  as  they  pro-  *ndecisive^  easily  influenced 

ment  of  students  who  are  already  experience  what  the  group  did  was  in-  gress  to  later  college  years,”  he  said.  fres'iman  becomes  in  turn  the  com- 

Christians.  fluenced  most  by  upperclassmen.  The  Cornett  observed  that  the  college  rn‘|teduPPerclassrnanwhohelPsPri>' 

R.  Orin  Cornett,  who  became  the  students  who  were  most  desired  were  years  are  crucial  for  setting  a  direc-  v!°e  mornen^urn  and  sense  of 
first  executive  director  of  the  those  who  wanted  to  do  something  tion  for  life  and  reaching  a  commit-  directio”  needed  by  incoming 

Southern  Baptist  Education  Commis-  worthwhile  with  their  liVes  in  service  ment  to  service:  "This  is  the  magic  students 

sion  in  1951,  addressed  nearly  100  to  God  and  man,  he  said.  of  the  Christian  college  It  is  aided  and  Lonnie  Wilkey  writes  for  the  SBC 

educators  during  the  mid  year  “The  key  to  the  influence  of  the  abetted  by  dedicated  faculty  and  ad-  Education  Commission 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


